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Library  design 
gets  board  OK 

York  County  supervisors  approved 
this  exterior  design  last  week  for  the 
county's  new  library  to  be  built  on 
Route  17  near  Harrod  Lane.  The 
one-story,  brick  Colonial  design  was 
one  of  two  choices  offered  by  the 
architectural  firm  of  Caro,  Monroe 
and  Liang.  The  building  will  have  an 
arched  entranceway  and  clerestor¬ 
ies  -  raised  roof  sections  with  win¬ 
dows  for  lighting  and  ventilation. 
Architects  estimate  the  final  design 
work  should  be  finished  in  about 
three  months  and  construction 
could  begin  next  spring.  With  a 
construction  schedule  of  about  12 
months^  the  new  library  could  be  in 
use  by  the  spring  of  1984. 
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PRESS  RELEASE 

5-9-83 


YORK  COUNTY  INFORMATION  OFFICE 

CONTACT:  Barbara  Darnell 
898-0204 


YORKTOWN — York  County  Library  found  two  winners  in  its  11  Find  the 
Answer "  contest  during  National  Library  Week ,  April  18-23 .  Prizes  were 
awarded  May  9  by  Friends  of  the  Library  to  Virginia  Gabriele ,  Link 
Road ,  in  the  adult  division ,  and  to  her  son  Marc  in  the  children's 
division . 

" Both  winners  had  a  perfect  paper/9  says  Librarian  Beverly  Dudley , 
who  supervised  the  contest . 

Thirty  questions  faced  children  who  entered  the  contest  and  50 
questions  were  posed  to  adults .  The  answers  to  all  questions  could  be 
found  in  the  library . 

Children's  questions  included  "What  was  the  name  of  Mercury's  winged 
staff  and  who  uses  it  as  a  symbol  today?"  and  " What  is  the  colored  part 
of  the  human  eye  called?"  (Answers :  Caduceus ,  or  Kerykeion ,  which  is  a 
symbol  for  doctors  and  the  medical  profession;  the  colored  part  of  the  eye 
is  the  iris.) 

Adult  questions  included  "What  was  the  occupation  of  St.  Mamas 
who  was  martyred  at  Caesarea  in  Cappadocia?"  and ,  "The  first  parking  meter 
was  installed  in  what  U .  S.  City?"  (Answers :  Shepherd;  Oklahoma  City.) 

Second  and  third  place  winners  in  the  adult  division  were:  Cheryl 
Layman,  Baldric  Place,  and  Mrs.  Allan  W.  Finger,  Wormley  Creek.  Children's 
second  and  third  place  winners  were  Lisa  and  Alan  Sadler,  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Sadler;  and  Laura  Eldred ,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Chari es  El dred . 
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York  Town  Crier  photo  by  Nan  Brown 

Happiness  is  a  book 

.  < 

Or  magazine,  as  the  case  may  be.  Julie  Kauffman  of  Gloucester  found 
National  Geographies  among  the  used  books  at  the  semi-annual  sale  I 
Saturday  sponsored  by  the  Friends  of  the  York  County  Public  Library.  ' 


participating  "n  a  ‘  n<?  wee(<  of  June 

Development  Program  sonn^rw  L'brary  Directors 
State  Library.  Thp  r*  s  e<^  hy  the  Virqinia 
Conference  Center  in  mchmo  !]eld  at  the  Ros,yn 
selected  professional  librarffnT  fd '  W3S  ,imited  t0 
w,th  a  staff  of  20  or  fiwer  pub,ic  libraries 
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Library  Week  contest 

GRAFTON  -  The  Friends  of  the  York 
County  Library  will  sponsor  a  "Find  the 
Answers"  contest  at  the  library  during 
National  Library  Week,  April  18-23. 

Contest  sheets  for  children  through 
eighth  grade  will  have  30  questions:  the 
questionnaire  for  older  children  and 
adults  will  have  50  questions.  Answers 
to  all  the  questions  can  be  found  in  the 
reference  section  in  the  library.  No  staff 
assistance  will  be  given.  Prizes  will  be 
awarded  for  the  highest  number  of 
correct  answers  in  each  contest,  with  a 
drawing  being  held  in  case  of  ties. 

The  prizes,  donated  by  the  Friends, 
will  be  certificates  for  books  at  the 
Heritage  Square  Book  'n'  Card  Shop. 
tFor  adults,  the  certificates  will  be  val¬ 
ued  at  $15,  $10  and  $5.  Children's  gift 
certificates  will  be  for  $10,  $5  and  $3. 

Questionnaire  sheets  can  be  picked 
up  at  the  library  after  10am  Monday, 
April  18,  and  must  be  turned  in  to  the 
library  before  it  closes  at  2  pm  Saturday, 
April  23.  Winners  will  be  notified  by 
phone,  and  their  names  will  be  posted 
in  the  library  Thursday,  April  28. 


TRY  YOUR  HAND 

The  entire-  Library  staff  spent  some 
interesting  time  making  up  questions  for  the 
National  Library  Week  Quiz  Contest,  which  is 
—running  from  April  18-30.  The  Friends  of  the 
Library  are  offering  gift  certificate  prizes  for  the 
greatest  number  of  correct  answers-  There  are  two 
categories:  a  30-question  quiz  for  children 

through  eighth  grade,  and  a  50-question  quiz  for 
everyone  else.  Come  to  the  Library  anct  try  your 
luck.  If  you  don't  know  the  answers,  they  can  be 
found  in  the  Library's  reference  section. 
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Daily  Press,  Wednesday, 


April  20, 1983 
Qui?  Contest 
YORK  —  The  York  County 
Public  Library  is  holding  a 
“Find  the  Answers’’  quiz  con- 
test  as  part  of  National  Li~ 
brary  V  eek.  Quizzes  will  con¬ 
tain  questions  which  can  be 
answered  using  reference 
books  at  the  library. 

Gift  certificates  for  books 
will  be  given  to  the  winners. 

There  will  be  two  catego¬ 
ries.  one  for  students  in  the 
eighth  grade  or  younger  and  a 
second  for  older  students  and 

adults.  .  „n 

The  coi  test  closes  April  dU. 


, ..  .  Yor*<  Town  Crier  photo  by  Nan  Brown 

Library  quiz  winners  Marc  Gabriele,  left,  and  mother  Ginny  Gabriele. 

Trivia  quiz  winners  announced 


YORKTOWN  —  The  York  County 
Public  Library  found  two  winners  in  its 
"Find  the  Answer"  contest  during  Na¬ 
tional  Library  Week,  April  1 8-23.  Prizes 
were  awarded  Monday  by  the  Friends 
of  the  Library  to  Virginia  Gabriele  of 
Link  Road  in  the  adult  division,  and  to 
her  son  Marc  in  the  children's  division. 

"Both  winners  had  a  perfect  paper," 
says  librarian  Beverly  Dudley,  who  su¬ 
pervised  the  contest 

Thirty  questions  faced  children  who 
entered  the  contest,  and  50  questions 
were  posed  to  adults.  The  answers  to  all 
the  questions  could  be  found  in  the 
library. 

Children's  questions  included  "What 
was  the  name  of  Mercury's  winged  staff 
and  who  uses  it  as  a  symbol  today?"  and 


What  is  the  colored  part  of  the  human 
eye  called?"  (Answers:  caduceus  or  kery- 
keion,  which  is  a  symbol  for  doctors  and 
the  medical  profession;  the  colored 
part  of  the  eye  is  the  iris.) 

Adult  questions  included  "What  was 
the  occupation  of  St  Mamas,  who  was 
martyred  at  Caesaria  in  Cappadocia?" 
and  "The  first  parking  meter  was  installed 
in  what  US.  city?"  (Answers:  shepherd; 
Oklahoma  City.) 

Second-  and  third-place  winners  in 
the  adult  division  were  Cheryl  Layman, 
Baldric  Place,  and  Mrs.  Allan  W.  Finger,' 
Wormley  Creek  Children's  second-  and 
third-place  winners  were  Lisa  and  Alan 
Sadler,  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne 
Sadler;  and  Laura  Eldrec^  daughter  of 
mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Eldred. 
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SUMMER  PROGRAM 


B I GFOOU  READING  CLUB: 


yjjrfHTRTMVjho  was  in  grades  1  “6  this  past  school  year  is  invited  bo  join  the 
"B i gfoot"  \R^ad i ng  Club  which  begins  June  20  and  ends  August  10.  Books  reported 
on  must  have  been  read  after  the  close  of  school ,  and  must  have  come  from  the 

library's  collection.  No  prereg i st rat  ion  is  necessary.  \ 

A  "Bigfoot"  card  will  be  kept  at  the  library  for  each  child.  For  evary  4  books 
Kead  and  reported  on,  a  sticker  is  added  to  the  Bigfoot  poster.  Alsoc  for  each 
^'^yooks  read,  a  coupon  good  for  1  regular  order  of  French  fries  at  the  Heritage 
SquaVe  McDonald's  will  be  awarded,  up  to  a  limit  of  4  coupons.  A  special  feature 
this  \ear  is  the  awarding  of  1  free  movie  pass  for  reading  16  books  (llpass  only) 

A  finak  event  of  the  Reading  Club  will  be  a  party  for  all  club  member/  on  Friday, 

August  12  at  1:30.  Those  children  who  have  read  20  or  more  books  a  rye  eligible 
for  a  drawing  of  special  prizes.  / 

SUMMER  MOV  I  e\  I  ME:  I 

Movies  appropriate  for  elementary  age  children  will  be  shown  each 'Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  beginning  June  21  and  ending  August  10.  Movietime  on  Tuesdays  is  at 
2:00  and  on  Wednesdays  at  10:00  (the  same  movies  are  scheduled  for  both  days). 

The  movies  are  scheduled  to  last  from  45  minutes  to  an  hour,  approximately. 

“•  r  “  -t  - 

**  CHILDREN  OF  ALL  AGES  :  Come  to  the  library  and  ask  about  the  "Summer  Grab  Bag. 


PRE-SCHOOL  STORY  HOUR: 


There  will  not  be  a  c/hildren's  story  hour  during  the  summer.  Story  hdur  wi 
resume  after  school  begins  in  the  fall.  / 


REGULAR  LIBRARY  HOURS:  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  weekdays;  10  a.m.  to  2  p.n /  Saturdays, 


Bigfoot  reads  at  library 

How  about  a  real  reading  incentive  to 
keep  the  children  in  practice  for  next 


school  year? 

The  Bigfoot  Reading  Club  at  the  York 
County  library  in  Grafton  will  begin  June 
20  and  end  Aug.  1 0.  Children  in  grades  1  -6 
are  invited  to  join. 

A  " Bigfoot''  card  will  be  kept  for  each 
child  to  record  the  library  books  read 
throughout  the  summer.  For  every  four 
books  read,  a  sticker  is  added  to  the  card, 
and  a  coupon  for  an  order  of  French  fries  at 
the  Heritage  Square  MacDonald's  will  be 
awarded.  A  special  feature  this  year  will  be 
a  free  movie  pass  for  reading  1 6  books. 

The  final  event  of  the  reading  club  will 


be  a  party  Friday,  Aug.  12,  1:30pm,  at 
which  children  who  have  read  20  or  more 
books  will  be  eligible  for  special  prizes  in  a 
drawing. 

Regular  library  hours  are  10am-9pm 
weekdays  and  10am-3pm  Saturdays. 

SUMMER  MOVIETIME 

Movies  for  children  will  be  shown  at  the 
York  County  library  each  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  from  June  21  to  Aug.  10.  The 
films  will  be  presented  at  2pm  Tuesdays 
and  repeated  at  10am  Wednesdays. 

The  movies  are  scheduled  to  last  about 
an  hour.  Pre-schoolers  are  welcome,  but 
must  be  accompanied  by  an  adult. 


Summer  Programs  for  Children  STu  i- /z. 

G/3o/f3 

This  week  marks  the  beginning  of  the  busiest  time 
of  year  at  the  Library,  with  the  beginning  of  the 
summer  programs  for  children.  The  Bigfoot  Read¬ 
ing  Club,  for  children  in  Grades  1-6,  twice-weekly 
movies,  and  activity  sheets  for  children  of  all  ages, 
with  grab-bag  prizes,  are  keeping  the  staff  busy. 
MYRA  BAYTOP,  last  year's  summer  CETA  employee, 
is  back  this  year  to  lend  a  helping  hand. 


plan  parties 
for  summer  reading  clubs 


GRAFTON  -  The  Friends  of  the  York 
County  Public  Library  will  sponsor  a 
party  for  children  who  joined  the  li¬ 
brary's  Bigfoot  Reading  Club  June  20. 

The  party  will  be  atthe  library  Friday, 
Aug.  12,  at  1:30pm.  Pixie  the  Clown 
will  perform  magic,  refreshments  will 
be  served  and  drawings  will  be  held  for 
door  prizes. 

Any  child  who  has  read  a  book  and 
reported  on  it  is  eligible  to  attend  the 
party. 

Bigfoot  may  show  up  sometime  dur¬ 
ing  the  festivities. 

The  library,  in  Grafton  Shopping 
Center,  is  open  weekdays  from  10am 
to  9pm  and  Saturdays  10am  to  2  pm. 

Sponsors  of  the  reading  club  hope  to 
be  in  the  new  library  scheduled  for 
construction  at  Route  17  and  Harrod 
Lane  in  time  for  next  summer's  pro¬ 
gram. 


York  library  party 

GRAFTON  -  The  YorkCounty  Public 
Library  was  filled  to  overflowing  Friday 
as  about  65  children,  along  with  a 
number  of  mothers  and  little  brothers 
and  sisters,  celebrated  the  conclusion 
of  the  summer  reading  program. 

Pixie  the  Magician  entertained  with 
jokes  and  tricks,  and  then  prizes  were 
awarded.  A  total  of  185  children  had 
the  joined  the  reading  club,  which  this 
year  had  "Bigfoot"  as  a  theme. 

Winners  of  special  prizes  were  drawn 
from  the  names  of  the  71  club  mem¬ 
bers  who  had  read  and  reported  on  20 
books  or  more.  Todd  Wirtand  Megan 
Allen  were  the  lucky  winners  of  tickets 
to  Busch  Gardens,  and  Brian  Jones 
won  a  large,  stuffed  Loch  Ness  mon¬ 
ster.  A  door  prize  was  won  by  Chris 
Davis. 

Members  of  the  Friends  of  the  Lib¬ 
rary  served  refreshments,  and  each 
child  was  given  a  large  "Bigfoot  foot¬ 
print"  cookie  to  take  home. 


York  Town  Crier  photo  by  Nan  Brown 


Making  friends 

David  Brooks  makes  friends  with  Pixie  the  magician's  friend  Ralph  Poquoson,  too,  on  Monday  afternoon  at  a  Poquoson  Public  Library  party 
Rabbit  at  York  County  Public  Library's  party  last  Friday  afternoon  honoring  children  participating  in  its  summer  reading  program.  For 
celebrating  the  end  of  the  summer  reading  program.  Pixie  performed  in  details  on  both  celebrations^  see  page  5. 
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Funding  sought  for  new  library 


YORK  —  Plans  for  the  new  county  library 
h  ve  been  completed  and  plans  are  being 
n  ade  for  bidding  the  construction  contracts. 

County  officials  are  looking  into  the  possi- 
b  lity  of  getting  state  money  to  help  finance 
c  nstruction  of  the  $900,000  project.  Fred 
V  hitley,  county  engineer,  said  the  county 
s  jould  know  by  the  middle  of  August  if  the 
s  ate  money  will  be  available. 

How  much  money  the  county  could  receive 
fiam  the  state  is  unknown,  Whitley  said. 
Once  the  financing  is  complete,  the  county 
will  advertise  for  bids  and  award  the  con- 
tr.  cts. 


Whitley  estimated  it  could  take  10  months 
for  construction.  If  the  winter  brings  pro 
longed  bad  weather,  the  library  might  not  be 
ready  until  late  1984. 

Plans  call  for  a  one-story,  11,500-squa  e- 
foot  brick  building.  Inside  will  be  a  pub  ic 
meeting  room,  work  room,  circulation  area, 
reference  area,  stacks  and  local  history  room. 

The  new  library  will  replace  the  cramped 
storefront  library  in  the  Grafton  Shopping 
Center.  The  new  building  will  be  built  at 
Route  17  and  Harrod  Lane. 


ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR  BIDS 

FOR  THE  CONSTRUCTION 
OF  THE  VORK  COUNTY 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
PROJECT  NO.  82-01 
YORK  COUNTY,  VIRGINIA 
Sealed  proposals  will  be 
received  by  the  York  County 
Board  of  Supervisors  at  the 
Office  of  Public  Works  and 
Utilities,  126  Ballard  Street, 
Yorktown,  Virginia,  not  later 
than  3:00  p.m.,  current  local 
time,  August  16,  1983,  for  fur¬ 
nishing  all  labor,  materials,  . 
and  equipment  far  the  York  \ 
County  Public  Library,  Proj¬ 
ect  No.  82-01,  "aunty  of 
York,  Virginia.  Al.  proposals 
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Route  IT 


Highway  in  York  County 
undergoing  at 


ay-  M»y  e,  1984 
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Stiff  photo  by  SCOTT  OeMUESY 


Aerial  view  of  Route  17  shows  a  long  strip  of  undeveloped  land  (top  right)  that  borders  the 
northbound  lane  of  the  highway. 
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Construction  contract 


for  new 


library  OK’d 


By  RAY  BETZNER 
Staff  Writer 

YORK  —  Construction  on  the 
new  York  County  Public  Li¬ 
brary  was  given  the  go-ahead 
Thursday  by  county  supervi¬ 
sors. 

A  contract  for  $708,143  with 
Hudgins  Construction  Co.  Inc.  of 
Newport  News  was  authorized 
by  the  supervisors. 

County  staff  members  said 
earlier  in  the  day  that  construci- 
ton  on  the  new  library  could 


begin  next  month. 

Hudgins  was  the  lowest  of  12 
bidders  on  the  project  and  came 
closest  to  the  $710,000  construci- 
ton  estimate  made  by  the  coun¬ 
ty. 

The  12,000-square-foot  li¬ 
brary  will  be  built  at  Route  17 
and  Harrod’s  Lane.  The  land 
was  donated  to  the  county  by 
the  late  Leslie  R.  O’Hara. 

The  building  will  have  a 
brick  exterior  with  an  arched 
colonnade  on  its  front.  Two 


clerestories,  roof  additions  that 
provide  indirect  sunlight,  were 
planned  but  one  was  scrapped 
during  the  late  planning  stages. 

The  new  library  will  replace 
the  current  library  in  a  store¬ 
front  at  the  Grafton  Shopping 
Center.  The  new  library  will  be 
about  five  times  bigger  than  the 
current  one. 

The  contractor  will  have  300 
days  to  complete  the  library.  In¬ 
cluded  in  the  contract  will  be 
two  entrances,  one  each  from 


Route  17  and  Harrod’s  Lane. 

County  residents  approved  a 
$900,000  bond  issue  in  Novem¬ 
ber  1981  to  pay  for  the  construc¬ 
tion,  design  and  legal  fees.  A 
dispute  over  the  library’s  loca¬ 
tion  ensued,  with  some  residents 
and  supervisors  pushing  for 
sites  closer  to  the  county’s  popu¬ 
lation  center,  such  as  Grafton. 

The  O’Hara  property  was  se¬ 
lected  by  a  majority  of  board, 
but  Supervisor  H.  Tabb  Smith 
has  remained  rankled  by  the 


location.  Smith  was  the  only  su¬ 
pervisor  to  vote  against  the  li¬ 
brary  contract  on  Thursday. 

In  other  business,  supervis¬ 
ee  put  off  picking  which  type  of 
sewer  lines  should  be  built  to 
serve  a  new  housing  develop¬ 
ment  on  Route  134  east  of  Tabb. 

The  supervisors  could  pick  a 
$200,000  pump  station,  which 
would  serve  only  the  Newton 
Farm  planned  unit  develop¬ 


ment,  or  a  $300,000  gravity  line, 
which  would  serve  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  new  homes  in  the  sur¬ 
rounding  area. 

The  brunt  of  the  cost  of  ei¬ 
ther  plan  would  be  paid  by  the 
developer  and  through  connec¬ 
tion  fees. 

Supervisors  tabled  the  issue 
and  said  they  wanted  time  to 
study  the  alternatives. 


Library  Gets  Underway  Soon 


Final  plans  for  the  new  library  have  been 
approved  by  the  Library  Design  Management  Team 
and  a  contract  with  Hudgins  Construction  Company 
was  approved  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  August 
18.  Groundbreaking  is  planned  September  11  at  the 
site  and  construction  is  expected  to  be  complete  in 
late  1984. 

The  plans  feature  a  1000  square  foot  mul¬ 
ti-purpose  community  meeting  room,  a  children’s 
area,  a  reference  area,  4200  square  feet  of  book 
stacks,  and  local  history  room. 

Clerestories ,  or  windows  which  rise  above 
the  roof,  will  flood  the  reading  and  lending  desk 
areas  with  natural  light. 

Architect  for  the  project  is  Caro,  Monroe 
and  Liang,  of  Newport  News.  The  building  is 
expected  to  cost  $700,000  plus  furnishings,  and  was 
approved  by  voter  referendum  November  3,  1981. 


FLOOR  PLAN 


GROUND 
BREAKING 
CEREMONY 
SEPT.  11, 1983 
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Library  ceremony  Sept  1 1 


YORKTOWN  -  Construction  of  the 
new  York  County  Public  Library  will 
get  underway  with  a  groundbreaking 
ceremony  at  the  site  on  Route  1 7  and 
Harrod  Lane  Sept  1 1  at  3pm.  Con¬ 
struction  is  expected  to  be  complete 
by  mid-1984. 

The  county  library  board  is  sponsor¬ 
ing  the  groundbreaking  ceremony.  The 
board  plans  a  grand-opening  week 
with  an  open  house  for  the  community 
and  special  events  each  day  when  the 


construction  is  complete,  according 
to  Penny  Nichols,  board  chairman. 

A  contract  was  awarded  to  Hudgins 
Construction  Co.  of  Newport  News 
on  Aug,  18  for  $708,000.  Architects 
are  Caro,  Monroe  and  Liang  of  New¬ 
port  News. 

Citizens  approved  a  $900,000  bond 
issue  for  the  project  in  a  1981  refer¬ 
endum.  The  4-acre  site  was  donated 
to  the  county  by  the  estate  of  L  R. 
O'Hara  in  May  1982. 


BEGINNING  TO  END 


YORK  COUNTY 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Ground  Oronen 


YORK  —  Ground  clearing 
and  construction  for  the  coun¬ 
ty's  new  public  library  should 
begin  early  next  week  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  Route  17 
and  Harrod’s  Lane. 

1  “A  day  a  lot  of  us  felt  would 
never  come”  finally  came  Sun¬ 
day,  said  Penny  Nichols,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  library's  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors.  She  and  E.  S.  “Buck” 
Bingley  Jr.,  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  used  a 
gold-painted  shovel  to  nudge  a 
divot  of  turf  from  the  rock-hard 
ground  at  the  library  site  in  a 
groundbreaking  ceremony. 

Construction  of  the  new  li¬ 
brary  should  be  complete  by 
July  1984,  said  Hugh  H.  Riley, 
vice  president  of  Hudgins  Con¬ 
struction  Co.  Inc.,  the  firm  doing 
the  work.  The  library  will  cost 
$710,000, 

The  new  library  will  have 
about  12,000  square  feet  of 
space,  roughly  five  times  the 
size  of  the  existing  library  in  the 
Grafton  Shopping  Center. 

Citizens  of  the  county  ap¬ 
proved  a  $900,000  general  obli¬ 
gation  bond  referendum  in 


November  1981  to  finance  the 
construction.  Since  then,  con¬ 
struction  has  been  tied  up  by 
squabbles  over  where  the  li¬ 
brary  should  be  built.  The  late 
Leslie  R.  O’Hara  donated  the 
land  eventually  chosen  by  the 
supervisors. 

When  completed,  the  new  li¬ 
brary  will  have  entrances  on 
both  Route  17  and  Harrod’s 
Lane.  The  brick  structure  will 
feature  an  arched  collonade  in 
the  front  and  a  skylight.  The 
building  was  designed  by  the  ar¬ 
chitectural  firm  of  Caro,  Monroe 
&  Liang. 

Beverly  Dudley,  county  li¬ 
brarian,  noted  at  the  ground¬ 
breaking  that  the  county  library 
started  as  a  volunteer  project  in 
1958  in  a  rented  house  across 
Route  17  from  the  existing  li-  j 
brary.  J 

A  few  years  later,  the  super-  f 
visors  agreed  to  take  over  the  li¬ 
brary  as  a  government  project, 
and  since  the  first  year,  circula¬ 
tion  has  increased  from  5,000 
volumes  per  year  to  145,000  vol¬ 
umes  last  year,  she  said. 


Story  hour  to  be  Wednesday 

JYORK _ The  weekly  pre-school  story  hour  will  start  at 

10;30  a.m.  Wednesday  for  children  3  to  5  years  old  in  the 
York  County  Public  Library  in  the  Grafton  Shopping  Cen¬ 
ter. 

No  registration  is  necessary. 
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Presented  by  Mrs.  Dudley  at  Groundbreaking  Ceremony,  Sept.  11,1983 


History  of  the  York  County  Public  Library 

Just  15  years  ago,  on  September  7,  1968,  the  York  County  Public  Library  was 

lormally  opened.  A  result  of  great  community  effort,  sponsored  by  the  York 
County  Volunteer  Association,  the  library  began  operation  in  an  old  rented  house 
on  Route  17  in  Grafton.  Books, shelving,  and  furniture  were  donated,  and  many 
individuals  and  groups  contributed  their  time  and  effort  to  collect  and  catalog 
books,  and  set  up  the  shelves.  Mrs.  Nancy  Deskins  was  in  charge,  with  an  all-volun¬ 
teer  staff. 

When  the  original  lease  on  the  building  ran  out  and  funds  were  insufficient 
to  continue,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  was  asked  to  assume  housing  the  collection. 

They  agreed  to  renew  the  lease  for  another  year,  and  when  the  location  proved  un¬ 
suitable  the  County  increased  its  financial  support^and  the  library  was  moved 
across  the  road  to  a  former  post  office  building  in  the  Grafton  Shopping  Center. 

The  new  location  brought  an  immediate  increase  in  patronage  and  circulation.  By  1975 
the  library  had  outgrown  its  space,  and  an  addition  was  built,  nearly  doubling  the 
size  of  the  facility.  As  the  library's  patronage  continued  to  grow,  so  did 
County  financial  support.  State  Library  support  was  added  once  our  local  income 
met  their  requirements. 

As  anyone  who  uses  the  library  knows,  we  outgrew  our  space  again  a  long  time 
ago.  After  considerable  discussion,  agitation,  petitioning,  and  pleading,  it  was 
decided  to  place  a  bond  referendum  on  the  ballot  in  November  1981.  Possibly  to 
the  surprise  of  many,  the  referendum  passed  easily,  and  here  we  are  finally  at  the 
beginning  of  the  realization  of  a  long  held  dream--a  real  library  building  for  York 
County. 

The  growth  of  our  library  in  fifteen  years  has  been  rapid  and  steady.  Our 
total  book  circulation  in  the  first  year  of  operation  was  less  than  5,000.  By 
1975  circulation  had  reached  over  41,000.  In  1978  it  was  over  71,000.  In  the  next 
j  years  it  more  than  doubled,  to  over  146,000  in  1982.  Our  collection  of  books 


% 

has  grown  to  more  than  27,000,  and  in  addition  we  have  several  thousand  uncataloged 
t  ^rbacks  on  loan,  a  large  number  of  tape  cassettes,  and  a  growing  collection  of 
video  games.  Our  children's  programs  include  a  reading  incentive  program  every 
summer,  with  movies  during  the  summer  and  Christmas  holidays,  and  a  preschool  story 
hour  during  the  school  year.  We  have  a  small  library  collection  at  the  jail,  con¬ 
sisting  of  paperback  books  and  magazines,  administered  by  deputy  Sherry  Leonard. 
Three  years  ago  we  introduced  a  new  checkout  program,  using  plastic  membership 
cards  and  a  date  stamping  machine.  Since  that  time  we  have  issued  more  than 
10,000  membership  cards,  and  continue  to  sign  up  about  200  members  each  month.  Our 
staff  now  includes  2  full-time  and  6  part-time  very  busy  employees. 

One  thing  that  has  not  changed  at  all  during  the  lifetime  of  the  library  is 
the -contribution  of  volunteer  workers.  At  least  thirty  volunteers  are  at  present 
donating  their  time  on  a  regular  basis  to  the  library,  and  there  is  a  long  list¬ 
en  addition  to  organizations  whose  members  have  helped  at  various  times--of  .170 
individuals  who  have  given  their  time  and  energy  (and  indeed  this  very  site  itself) 
to  the  library  at  one  time  or  another.  They  can  all  be  especially  proud  today. 
Remembering  how  many  people  have  worked  for  this  library,  we  can  say  it  is  a  public 
library  in  the  truest  sense— not  only  for  the  people,  but  by  the  people. 
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Qeorge  Washington  Ml  gijway  at  Harrow  Lane 


Bork  County  public  Library 
QftODlVDB  REAK  I  NQ 


INVOCATION  ....  ftev.  Jack  Lynch 

Crocks  Memorial 
Metijobist  Church 

■REMAKES  -  Penny  Nichols,  Chairman 

Library  Boarb 

■REMARKS  .  E.  S.  Bingtey,  Jr. 

Chairman,  Boarb  of 
Supervisors 

INTRODB CT  l ON  OF  QUESTS 

The  O’ Bar a  Family 

Caro,  Monroe  &  Liang,  Architects 

Lester  L.  Bubgins,  Jr.,  Contractor 

QROB  NDBREAK INQ  .  .  .  Mrs.  Nichols  aub 

Mr.  Bingley 

BISTORB  OF  1J0RK  COB  NTT)  Mrs.  Beverly  Du  6  ley 

PBBLIC  LIBRART)  .  ,  .  Librarian 


BENEDICTION  . 


Rev.  Lynch 


if ork  aunvnf  board  of  supervisors 


E.  S.  Bltt^leij,  Jr.,  Cfi airman 
K.  Tabb  Smitij,  Vice  Chairman 
Ben  j  ami  n  >1 .  Bus tj ,  Jr. 

Robbers  A.  Smitfj 
Jake  Cj .  2 alum a? 


MORK  COIliMPf  fUBUC  UWRAIUf  BO  ACT  OF  TRUSTEES 

tYncetia  D.  "Nichols,  Chairman 
Ainattba  WcEeat;,  Vice  Chairman 
Diane  14.  Hotlanb 
Eric  Sijerlff 
Fllzabetfj  C.  Rogers 


A  special  Tfjattk  ifou  to  Am  an  b  a  McEcan 
for  nmhtuex  Efje  souvenir  bookmarks  witf)  tassels 
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Photo  by  Barbara  Darnell 


A  kick  for  good  luck  e^ji3 

E.  S.  "Buck'<-Bingley,  chairman  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  Penny  Ni¬ 
chols,  chairman  of  the  library  board  of  directors,  use  gold  painted  shovel  to 
turn  ground  for  York  County's  new$710,000  library  on  Route  17  at  Har- 
rods  Lane.  The  new  library  will  be  about  five  times  bigger  than  the  existing 
librarv  in  the  Grafton  Shnnnina  Center.  Conctrurtinn  k  crhpHn!p(j  (q  be¬ 
gin  next  week  and  is  expected  to  be  completed  by  July  1984. 
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Library  volunteers 

YORKTOWN  -  Twenty-one  volun-Wr 
teers  will  be  recognized  Thursday,] 
March  1 5  at  a  luncheon  at  the  York- 
town  Naval  Weapons  Station  for  ser- 1 
vices  to  the  York  County  Public  Library. ' 

The  volunteers  work  at  the  library  I 
desk,  assist  with  children's  reading) 
programs,  and  mend  books. 

"The  York  County  library  began  asV^ 
volunteer  effort  in  1970,  and  volun-  ^ 
teers  continue  as  one  of  our  greatest  i 
assets  "  says  librarian  Beverly  Dudley. 

The  luncheon  is  being  sponsored  ^ 
by  the  Friends  of  the  Library.  — 

Receiving  certificates  for  their  service 
wili  be  Linda  Barker,  Dorothy  Brig- 
man,  Charlotte  Deadwyler,  Martha 
Dowling  Peg  and  James  Hadden,  Pat- 
ricia  Huck,  George  Jones,  Amanda 
McLean,  Peg  McNulty,  Charlotte 
Owens,  Ethel  Peterson,  Jean  Ross, 
Jean  Smith,  Pauline  Stanley,  Margaret 
Tusler,  Jeannette  Abrahamson,  Kathi 
H.  Penny,  Dianne  Schoonover,  Mary 
Cornell  Edith  Lee  and  Ethel  Mulqueen. 


Library  gets  a  computer 

YORKTOWN  -  A  computer  will  be 
presented  to  the  Friends  of  the  York 
County  Library  Friday,  March  9  for  use 
by  library  patrons  when  the  new  county 
library  opens  this  summer. 

Presenting  the  computer  will  be  a 
representative  of  Chesapeake  &  Pot¬ 
omac  Telephone  Co.,  the  largest  con¬ 
tributor  to  the  fund  drive  begun  by  the 
Friends  three  years  ago. 

A  trained  staff  member  or  volunteer 
will  be  on  hand  at  the  library  to  assist 
with  use  of  the  computer  once  it  is  put 
into  service.  Programs  will  be  available 
for  purchase  at  the  library,  or  citizens 
may  bring  their  .own. 

Current  Friends  officers  include 
Chairman  June  Smoot  and  Vice-Chair¬ 
man  Marge  Harris. 
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Almost  every  library  .in >jur  com;” .users  KaveVmake  do  with  access 
umtv  bepan  as  a  vnlnntno.  r'  ...1 _ _  uu  _"un  access 


munity  began  as  a  volunteer  effort. 
First,  small  groups  of  neighbors  would 
lend  each  other  books  and  then  they 
would  find  a  central  distribution 
point.  Eventually,  increased  use  by 
many  people  would  necessitate  larger 
quarters.  At  about  that  time,  the  tax¬ 
payers  and  their  representatives 
would  decide  it  was  time  for  everyone 
to  lend  a  hand. 

One  of  the  earlier  efforts  was  the 
Hilton  Village-Warwick  library.  T-ator 


when  many  other  would-be’  patrons 
are  at  work  or  at  school.  Nevertheless, 
the  five  tiny  rooms  packed  with  books 
serve  a  large  clientele. 

Although  the  rooms  and  the  help 
were  donated  money  had  to  be  found 
to  cover  utilities,  taxes,  and  insurance. 
Each  county  offered  $500  annually  for 
the  total  operating  budget. 

But  if,  as  requested,  the  budgets  of 
New  Kent  and  Chai'les  City  would  in- 


-  -  A  nui  QX  V .  ^1^1  -  — V/Iiauca  would  ln- 

e^amples  include  thg  extraordinag  elude  a  $2-per-resident  allocation  the 
efforts  ^  v0rk  County’s  vnTnntPprQ  resultant  $28,000  would  entitle  the  li- 

Tn  that  fine  Mw...  t r a. i  hranr  tn  i  r _ » 


In  that  fine  tradition,  New  Kent  and 
Charles  City  County  are  combining 
the  efforts  of  retiree  volunteers  and  a 
little  bit  of  help  from  the  community 
to  keep  their  three-year-old  library 
going.  Heritage  Library,  with  no  em¬ 
ployees,  functions,  from  10  a.m.  until  4 
p.m.  Mondays  through  Fridays.  No 


.volunteers  can  spare  weekends, 


brary  to  matching  funds  from  the 
state.  That  would  lead  to  increased  li¬ 
brary  uses  and  users. 

With  a  little  bit  of  planning  and 
budget  commitment,  the  treasures  so 
many  people  take  for  granted  in  full- 
service  libraries  could  come  to  the 
Heritage  Library  community.  Librar¬ 
ies  can  open  many  flygrs. 


Computer  befriends  the  library 


?;;r"TPU,e;  o*?  pres*"!edto  th<LFriends  of  the  York  County  Public  Library  March  9  by  members  of  the 
brap«f  kf  hntl  Po/om?c  telephone  Co.'s  York/Williasmburg  community  relations  team.  The  company  is  the 

he  new  Mhr^Urh°r  l  *  U"lT  !he  Pr!e"dS  be?an  ,hree  Vears  a8°-  The  computer  will  be  installed  for  use  in 
iohn  w  17  <back8rou"d>  which  will  be  completed  by  summer.  Clustered  around  the  computer  are  (left  to 
right).  Wayne  Brown  of  C&P,  Friends  chairman  June  Smoot,  Carl  Henley  of  C&P,  Jeff  Winter  of  Chaney 
.omputer,  John  Lawson  of  C&P  and  Marge  Harris,  vice-chairman  of  the  Friends.  Y 
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wrong  time. 

A  computer  picture37nTR*HGta*4ti 
22  Town  Crier  has  not  yet  been  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  York  County  Public 
Library,  contrary  to  the  caption.  Not 
enough  funds  have  been  collected  to 
pay  for  the  computer.  Funds  collected 
so  far  have  come  not  from  Chesapeake 
&  Potomac  Telephone  Co.  perse,  but 
from  an  organization  of  C&P  person¬ 
nel,  as  well  as  members  of  the  Friends 
of  the  Library  and  other  individuals. 


BUSY  DAYS  FOR 
THE  LIBRARY  STAFF 

The  Library  has  many  issues  confronting  it 
right  now — all  to  do  with  the  new  library  move. 
We’re  trying  to  do  an  inventory  and  weed  our  col¬ 
lection  while  carrying  on  normal  library  business  in 
a  very  busy  time  of  year. 

The  questions  facing  us  include — How  many 
new  staff  members  will  we  have  at  the  new  and 
larger  library?  How  should  our  staff  be  organized? 
Should  our  checkout  policy  remain  the  same,  or 
should  we  change  the  time  limit  on  books?  Since 
the  new  library  will  give  us  more  room,  but  also 
changes  in  working  positions,  what  changes  will  we 
make  in  procedures  to  insure  smooth  functioning? 
All  these  questions,  and  many  more,  are  being  dis¬ 
cussed  among  staff  members,  and  undoubtedly  many 
more  will  arise  before  our  move  is  completed. 

But  everyone  looks  forward  to  the  new 
building,  on  the  traumatic  move  is  over. 

Oh  yes,  one  more  problem  we’re  facing  is 
trying  to  work  in  everybody’s  vacation  before  the 
middle  of  July  when  the  move  is  likely  to  occur. 
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EVERYTHING  YOU  ALWAYS  WANTED  TO  KNOW ,  BUT  DIDN'lT  KNOW  WHOM  TO  ASK ,  ABOUT  THE  NEW 

YORK  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Where  will  the  new  library  be? 

On  Route  17,  next  to  the  7’11  near  Harrod's  Lane.  That's  2.7  miles  north  of 
the  present  library  in  Grafton  Shopping  Center. 

When  will  the  new  library  open? 

About  August  1,  if  all  goes  well.  There  will  be  a  Grand  Opening  celebration 
with  a  number  of  special  events  during  the  week  of  October  1^4-20,  to  coincide 
with  the  celebration  of  Ycrktown  Day. 

Will  there  still  be  a  branch  library  in  Grafton ,  in  the  present  library  building? 
No. 


Will  the  library  hours  remain  the  same? 

Present  plans  are  for  keeping  the  library  open  the  same  number  of  hours  per 
week  (59),  but  possibly  increasing  Saturday  hours  and  closing  Friday  evenings. 
If  future  library  use  continues  to  grow,  and  we  have  sufficient  staff,  extra 
hours  may  be  added.  Present  library  hours  are  10  am  to  9  pm  weekdays  and 
10  am  to  2  pm  on  Saturdays. 

What  new  features  will  the  new  library  have? 

Lots  more  space,  which  will  include  more  study  tables  and  carrels,  and  a 
larger  lounge  area. 

A  computer  that  may  be  used  by  the  public. 

Lots  of  magazines. 

More  staff  to  help  patrons  find  reference  materials. 

A  separate  meeting  room,  which  will  be  used  for  children's  programs  and  movies, 
and  will  be  available  for  a  community  meeting  room. 

Will  you  be  getting  lots  of  new  books  for  the  new  library? 

We'll  probably  be  adding  books  at  a  faster  rate  than  at  present,  but  we  won't 
add  a  large  number  at  one  time.  One  of  the  main  reasons  that  we  needed  this 
new  library  was  so  that  we  would  have  room  to  expand  over  the  next  several 
years.  You  may  not  realize  that  we  add  about  300  books  to  the  library  every 
month . 

Who  may  use  the  new  library? 

Membership  is  free  to  anyone;  all  that's  needed  is  proof  of  address. 

The  same  membership  cards  now  used  will  be  used  at  the  new  library. 
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A  people  project 

The  new  York  County  Public  Library 
celebrates  its  grand  opening  next  week  _  •  I 

in  a  new  building  worthy  of  the  name.  fl  IT  I 

Many  people  are  responsible  for  IUI 

the  fact  that  York  County  finally  has  a 

library  building  to  be  proud  of,  and  * - 

they  deserve  a  tremendous  vote  of 
thanks. 

These  folks  built  a  library  out  of  services  tells  us  it  wants  a  $3.1  million 

nothing  but  an  old  house  and  a  raft  of  bond  issue  for  new  parkland  on  the 

donated  books,  saw  it  expand,  gained  ballot  next  year.  If  the  referendum 

what  grudging  county  support  they  passes,  will  that  land  meet  the  same 

could  and  pounded  the  pavement  in  fate? 

search  of  signatures  to  get  the  bond  As  the  supervisors  look  at  the  pro- 
issue  for  the  new  building  into  a  posed  county  pay  plan,  we  ask  them 

referendum  in  1981.  to  begin  to  realize  what  priorities  the 

They  have  faced  an  uphill  struggle  county  has  chosen, 
all  the  way.  The  county's  newsletter,  in  the  last 

While  we're  passing  out  the  praise,  issue,  listed  a  bountiful  menu  of  goals 
we  also  want  to  pass  out  a  few  Bronx  for  the  county.  The  supervisors  need 
cheers  for  those  supervisors  who  balk  to  begin  to  make  the  tough  choices 
at  spending  tax  doNars  in  this  way.  among  that  menu,  and  realize  that 
Some  of  our  supervisors  and  the  how  the  county  spends  its  tax  rev- 
county  administration  seem  to  bank  enues  reflects  these  choices, 
on  the  old  adage  "penny  wise  and  Is  the  fire  department  or  the  util- 
pound  foolish,"  shelling  out  lots  of  tax  ities  department  really  1 5  times  more 
dollars  for  things  like  a  million-dollar  important  than  the  library?  That's  the 
fire  department  and  lavish  salaries  for  kind  of  question  the  supervisors  need 
county  bureaucrats,  but  pinching  to  answer. 

pennies  when  it  comes  to  developing  And  it's  a  little  misleading  to  corn- 
services  like  libraries  or  parks  or  pare  some  of  our  county  bureaucrats' 
recreation  programs.  salaries  to  neighboring  cities  without 

A  story  about  New  Quarter  Park  last  comparing  the  level  of  services  of- 
week  emphasizes  this  tendency.  The  fered  or  the  size  of  the  departments 
county  was  given  the  land  nine  years  they  administer, 
ago,  but  the  supervisors  have  never  We  think  it's  time  the  county  rec- 
funded  its  development  It  will  open  ognized  the  importance  its  citizens 
next  spring,  on  a  shoestring,  open  only  place  on  first-class  library  facilities, 
to  groups  because  that  cuts  down  on  and  began  to  reorient  the  county's 
the  amount  of  policing  required.  priorities  to  line  up  with  the  citizens'. 

The  county  department  of  leisure  --M.K.S. 


Save  magazines 
for  the  library 


The  York  County  Library  is 
seeking  pledges  from  citizens 
who  are  willing  to  save  maga¬ 
zines  from  now  until  the  opening 
of  the  new  library  building  this 
summer  for  donation  to  the  li¬ 
brary. 

Limited  space  in  the  present 
building  has  prevented  the  li¬ 
brary  from  subscribing  to.  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  periodicals,  but  the  move 
into  a  larger  facility  will  provide 
space  for  many  new  subscrip¬ 
tions. 

“We  are  asking  families  that 
now  subscribe  to  one  of  the  maga¬ 
zines  on  our  list  to  collect  and 
store  the  issues  from  January 
1984  until  we  open,”  says  librar¬ 
ian  Beverly  Dudley. 

Anyone  who  would  like  to  save 
one  or  more  of  the  following 
magazines  for  the  library  may 
call  Mrs.  Dudley  at  898-0077: 

“American  Heritage,”  “Atlan¬ 
tic  Monthly,”  “Better  Homes  and 
Gardens,”  “Business  Week,” 
“BYTE,”  “Changing  Times,” 
“Compute,”  “Congressional  Di¬ 


gest,”  “Creative  Computing,” 
“Creative  Crafts  &  Miniatures,” 
“Cycle  World,”  “Ebony,”  “Educa¬ 
tion  Digest,”  “Money,”  “Motor 
Trend,”  “Ms,”  “National  Geo¬ 
graphic  World”  and  “National 
Review.” 

Also,  “National  Wildlife  Maga¬ 
zine,”  “New  Republic,”  “New 
Yorker,”  “Newsweek,”  “Outdoor 
Life,”  “Parents’  Magazine,”  “Peo¬ 
ple  Weekly,”  “Personal  Comput¬ 
ing,”  “Environment,”  “Health,” 
“50  Plus,”  “Good  Housekeeping,” 
“Harper’s  Magazine,”  “McCall’s,” 
“Meghanix  Illustrated,”  “Science 
Digest,”  “Science  News,”  “Scien¬ 
tific  American,”  “Seventeen,” 
“Sport”  and  “Sports  Illustrated.” 

Also,  “Time,”  “NEA  Today,” 
“Us,”  “U.S.  News  &  World  Re¬ 
port,”  “Popular  Mechanics,” 
“Popular  Science  Monthly,” 
“PsycholQgy  Today,”  “Readers 
Digest,”  “Rolling  Stone,”  “Satur¬ 
day  Evening  Post,”*  “Saturday 
Review,”  “Virginia  Magazine  of 
History  and  Biography”  and 
“William  and  Mary  Quarterly.” 


July  opening 
still  the  goal 
for  library 
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Paper  wrappings  hide  the  beauty  of  the  library’s  wood  beams. 


By  KATHY  WILLIAMSON 
Staff  Writer 

A  wet  December  has  resulted  in  a 
revised  construction  schedule  for  the 
new  York  County  library,  but  David 
Whitley,  chief  engineer  for  Public 
Works,  says  the  original  July  15 
opening  date  is  still  the  goal. 

“December  was  one  of  the  rainiest 
months  on  record,  and  the  company 
was  trying  to  do  foundation  work 
then,”  says  Whitley.  “That’s  tough  to 
do  in  rainy  weather.” 

Standing  now  on  Route  17  near  the 
corner  of  Harrod’s  Lane  is  the 
laminated  wood  and  beam  part  of  the 
building,  which  will  include  a  1,000- 
square-foot  multi-purpose  community 
meeting  room,  a  children’s  area,  4,200 
square  feet  of  book  stacks  and  a  local 
history  room. 

“Normally  you  put  a  suspended 
ceiling  and  cover  over  it,  but  this  one 
will  be  exposed  from  the  inside,”  says 
Whitley. 

Clerestories,  or  windows  that  rise 
above  the  roof,  will  provide  natural 
light  for  the  reading  and  check-out 
desk. 

The  architect  for  the  $708,000 
building  is  Caro,  Monroe  and  Liang  of 


Newport  News,  and  Hudgins 
Construction  Co.  is  the  contractor. 

Approximately  $75,000  has  been 
set  aside  for  furnishings,  mostly  book 
shelving  but  some  for  tables,  chairs, 
card  catalogs  and  office  equipment. 

“We  will  use  some  existing 
shelving  from  the  old  library  in 
Grafton  Shopping  Center,  but  for  the 
most  part  the  new  library  will  have 
new  furnishings,”  Whitley  says.  “The 
furnishings  now  in  the  library  are 
pretty  bad.” 

So  far,  construction  materials  have 
been  readily  available. 

The  library,  which  will  have  a 
brick  exterior  accented  with  three 
arches,  will  be  wired  so  a 
computerized  library  services  system 
can  be  added  later  without  electrical 
modifications  to  the  building. 

Friends  of  the  Library,  headed  by 
June  Smoot,  will  purchase  a  home- 
type  computer  which  will  be  available 
for  use  by  the  public. 

The  new  library  will  also  offer 
newspapers  and  magazines,  which 
have  not  been  available  at  the 
shopping  center  site  because  of  no 
space,  says  Penny  Nichols,  chairman 
of  the  library  board. 

Please  see  Library,  Page  2 


Continued  from  Page  1 

Community  groups  will  be  able  to 
use  the  meeting  room  at  n*ght  A 
kitchenette,  stackable  chairs  and  film 
equipment  such  as  a  permanent 
electric  screen,  projector  and 
projection  room  will  make  it 
functional  for  various  events 
Diane  Holland  heads  up  the 
committee  to  oversee  the  local .^story 
room  that  will  feature  oral  history 
tapes  on  early  county  events  and 
interviews  with  older  county 

reSMrsnNichols  encourages  residents 
*o  make  donations  to  the  library  so 
t  rtras  cut  out  of  the  budget  can  be 


purchased.  A  flag  pole,  concrete 
benches  and  other  landscaping  items 
for  the  lawn  and  refrigerator  and 
microwave  for  the  kitchen  are  items 
the  library  could  use,  but  money  isn 
available  for  them  now. 

Donations  can  be  mailed  to  the 
York  County  Public  Library,  P-O.  Box 
1275,  Grafton,  Va.  23692,  or  to  Penny 
Nichols,  114  Dogwood  Court, 
Yorktown,  Va.  23690.  A  committee 
will  oversee  the  purchases. 

The  library  will  open  in  July.  but 
grand  opening  week  will  be  held 
during  the  week  of  Yorktown  Day  cm 
Oct.  19.  Different  activities  for  all 
ages  will  be  scheduled  daily. 
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Library  Donations  Accepted 


The  Library  Board  is  accepting  cash  contri¬ 
butions  toward  several  items  at  the  new  library 
which  is  expected  to  open  this  summer. 

Among  needed  items  are  a  flag  pole,  bike 
rack,  outdoor  benches,  wall  hangings,  shrubs,  and 
a  microwave  oven  and  refrigerator  for  the  communi¬ 
ty  room.  Anyone  wishing  to  contribute  to  this  fund 
may  address  the  Library  Fund,  P.  O.  Box  1275, 
Grafton,  VA  23692. 
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Library  seeks 

history  interviewers 


GRAFTON  -  The  York  County  Library 
History  Croup  is  interested  in  locating 
people  to  be  interviewers  for  an  oral 
history  program  to  be  housed  in  the 
new  county  library  now  under  cor>. 
struction. 


o — ^  HiiciebLea  in  York 

County  residents  who  remember  his¬ 
torical  events  that  they  would  like  to 
put  on  tape. 

Those  interested  can  leave  names 

o^o  £bone  numbers  with  the  library  at 
898-0077  or  with  Diane  Holland,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  local  history  group,  at  898- 

.  ™e.re  T"  be  a  Preliminary  workshop 
held  April  1 9, 1  Oam,  in  room  1 4  of  the 
county  courthouse  to  explain  the  pro- 
cess  The  workshop  will  be  conducted 
y  Virginia  Rollings.  No  pre- registration 
is  necessary  for  the  workshop,  however, 
more  details  can  be  obtained  by  calling 
the  library  or  Ms.  Holland. 


Library  wants  slogans 

YORKTOWN  -  The  York  County 
Public  Library  is  challenging  its  patrPns 
to  write  slogans  illustrating  the  library's 
services  for  National  Library  Week. 

Beginning  March  26,  pictures  will 
be  posted  at  the  library  showing  peo¬ 
ple  in  many  different  situations.  Library 
patrons  are  invited  to  think  up  clever 
captions,  funny  or  serious,  that  fit  the 
pictures  and  tell  how  the  library  helps 
the  person  pictured.  The  captions  will 
be  displayed  during  National  Library 
Week,  April  8-14. 
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Reading  club  starts  in  York . . 


GRAFTON  -  Any  child  who  was  in 
grades  1-6  this  past  school  year  is  invited  to 
join  the  Read  For  The  Cold  Reading  Club 
at  the  York  County  Public  Library  which 
begins  june  18  and  ends  July  14. 

Books  reported  on  must  have  been  read 
after  the  close  of  school  and  must  have 
come  from  the  library's  collection.  No  pre¬ 
registration  is  necessary. 

A  reading  log  will  be  kept  at  the  library 
for  each  child.  Each  child  will  set  his  own 
goal  for  the  number  of  books  to  be  read. 
Upon  completion  of  this  goal  a  Hardee's 
hamburger  token  will  be  awarded. 

Preschool  and  kindergarten  children  who 


want  to  participate  will  have  a  special  log 
kept  for  recording  books  read  to  them  by 
family  members,  but  no  prizes  will  be 
awarded. 

Due  to  the  upcoming  move  of  the  library 
to  its  new  home  near  Edgehill,  this  summer' s 
program  has  been  shortened,  and  the  tra¬ 
ditional  movies  and  party  have  been  eli¬ 
minated. 

There  will  not  be  a  children's  story  hour 
this  summer.  Story  hour  will  resume  after 
school  begins  in  the  fall. 

Library  hours  are  10am  to  9pm  week¬ 
days  and  10am  to  2  pm  Saturdays. 


Colonial  Design  For  York  Library 

The  York  County  Board  of  Supervisors  stories  on  the  roof.  The  clerestories  will  about  $900,000  to  build  on  donated'  prop- 
.  has  approved  this  colonial  design  for  the  allow  indirect  sunlight  into  the  library  erty  at  Rarrod  Lane  and  Route  17.  The 
county  library.  The  design,  created  by  the  for  easier  daytime  reading.  Also  included  county  planning  staff  has  tentatively  set 
Newport  News  architectural  firm  of  Caro,  in  the  design  is  a  meeting  room  that  can  bid-letting  for  the  spring  and  construc- 
Monroe  and  Liang,  includes  arched  clere-  seat  about  50  people.  The  library  will  cost  tion  for  the  summer. 


.  * 


LIBRARY  PLANS  OPENING 

The  York  County  Public  Library,  under  con¬ 
struction  since  last  fall,  is  expected  to  open  in  Au¬ 
gust.  A  week  of  grand  opening  celebrations  will  be 
held  later,  beginning  October  14  and  ending 
Yorktown  Day,  October  19. 

The  ribbon  cutting  ceremony  is  planned  on 
Sunday,  October  14.  Other  activities  during  the 
week  include  an  authors'  luncheon  October  16  at 
Nick's  Seafood  Pavilion.  Three  well-known  local  au¬ 
thors  will  speak  and  will  sell  autographed  books  at 
the  luncheon.  Tickets  are  available  from  Jean 
Kirkham,  898-5691  . 

A  wine  and  cheese  celebration  will  be  held  at 
the  library  October  17  sponsored  by  library  pa¬ 
trons,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  Jalufka  of  Edgehill. 

The  library  staff  is  planning  special  displays 
at  the  library  during  grand  opening  week  including 
an  appropriate  display  to  recognize  Yorktown  Day, 
and  a  special  event  is  planned  for  the  children  by 
patron  Margaret  Cubberly.  Details  of  the  grand 
opening  schedule  will  be  printed  in  the  September 
issue  of  Citizen  News. 

DONATIONS  RECEIVED 

Library  Board  Chairman  Penny  Nichols  re¬ 
ports  many  items  already  donated  for  the  new  li¬ 
brary.  The  T.  E.  Thomsens  of  Edgehill  are  fur¬ 
nishing  appliances  and  dishes  for  the  community 
room  kitchenette.  Mary  Mathews  of  Yorktown  has 
donated  a  flag  and  a  flag  pole  valued  at  $1800  in 
memory  of  her  husband  Nick  Mathews.  Library 
board  members  have  donated  $500,  and  other  do¬ 
nations  have  been  received  from  woman's  clubs,  ex¬ 
tension  clubs  and  library  patrons. 

A  total  of  $1  2,000  is  sought  by  the  Library 
Board  to  add  finishing  touches  to  the  new  facility. 
Donations  may  be  addressed  to  Library  Fund,  P.  O. 
Box  1  275  ,  Grafton,  VA  23692. 
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Up  and  over 

Charles  Estes,  21,  is  get¬ 
ting  some  of  his  training 
as  an  apprentice  brick¬ 
layer  on  the  archway  of 
the  York  Counfy  public  li¬ 
brary.  The  n6w  facility, 
for  which  construction  is 
nearing  completi  n,  is  on 
Route  17. 


York  Town  Crier  photo  by  Nan  Brown 


These  arches  aren't  golden 


On  the  contrary,  they'll  be  made  of  brick,  and  the/re  located  at  the 
entrances  to  the  new  York  County  Library  under  construction  on  Route 
17  at  Harrod  Lane  near  Edgehill.  Stanley  Beamon  (l£ft)  works  inside  on 
the  the  arches,  helping  Ron  Austin  get  the  wire  mesh  ready  for  more 
bricklaying.  Hudgins  Construction  Co.'s  Randy  Sawyer  says  July  15  is  still 
the  hoped-for  date  of  completion. 

Yofcjk  TZ>WW  CfclFfe  (tjf'ojfy 


— Bill  Nachman 

Raymond  Runnion  of  Chesapeake  does  some  finishing  touches  to  the  roof  of  York 
County’s  new  library.  , _  f  ^ 


Materials  delay  library  completion 


By  RAY  BETZNER 
Staff  Writer 

YORK  —  Delays  in  receiving  some  elec¬ 
trical  materials  and  window  glass  will  mean 
the  new  county  public  library  will  not  be 
ready  next  week  as  originally  scheduled. 

County  staff  members  think  the  building 
should  be  ready  in  six  to  eight  weeks. 

The  original  contract  for  the  12,000- 
square-foot  library  gave  Hudgins  Construc¬ 
tion  Co.  of  Newport  News  until  July  15  to 
complete  the  building  at  Harrod’s  Lane  and 
Route  17,  between  Yorktown  and  Grafton. 

The  building  is  about  three-quarters  com¬ 
plete,  but  delays  in  delivery  of  materials 
will  mean  the  county’s  library  books  will 
have  to  stay  in  the  current  library  at  Graf¬ 
ton  Shopping  Center. 


Last  week,  the  contractor  warned  that 
the  building  might  not  be  ready  until  the 
end  of  September.  County  engineer  Fred 
Whitley  said  after  negotiating  with  the  con¬ 
tractor  that  an  alternative  type  of  glass  has 
been  picked.  The  alternative  glass  can  be 
shipped  sooner. 

“We’re  looking  at  late  August  or  early 
September  right  now,”  Whitley  said. 
“We’ve  asked  the  contractor  for  a  revised 
schedule  and  expect  to  get  it  soon.” 

Whitley  said  bids  from  moving  compa¬ 
nies  will  be  solicited  soon.  About  30,000 
books  need  to  be  moved  several  miles  along 
Route  17  from  the  current  library  to  the 
new  building.  Whitley  said  a  separate  con¬ 
tract  needs  to  be  completed  after  the  move 
for  landscaping  at  the  site. 


The  new  building  has  a  brick  exterior 
with  an  arched  colonnade  on  its  front.  A 
clerestory,  a  roof  addition  that  provides  in¬ 
direct  sunlight,  will  help  keep  the  building 
energy  efficient. 

,  Hudgins  was  the  low  bidder  on  the  con¬ 
struction  contract,  which  went  for  about 
$708,000. 

When  completed,  the  new  library  will 
have  five  times  more  space  than  the  present 
quarters. That  will  mean  more  room  to  dis¬ 
play  books  and  the  addition  of  a  community 
meeting  room. 

County  residents  approved  a  $900,000 
bond  issue  in  November  1981  to  pay  for  the 
construction,  design  and  legal  fees. 

A  tentative  dedication  date  is  being 
planned  for  Yorktown  Day,  Oct.  19. 


York  Town  Crier  photo  by  Nan  Brown 

bells  in  a  library? 

The  exposed  ductwork  system  in  the  new  York  County  Public  Library  building  on  Route  17  looks  like 
*  'tmethng  out  of  Star  Wars.  The  architectural  firm  of  Caro,  Monroe  and  Liang  who  designed  the  building  also 
designed  l'e  vent  ends  of  the  ductwork.  The  pipes  will  send  heated  or  cooled  air  from  an  electric  heat  pump 
throughout  the  building  The  new  library  building  is  scheduled  to  open  between  Sept  15  and  Oct.  15. 


Library,  TV 
push  books. 
:or  children 


NORFOLK-The  Reading  Rainbow,  a 
series  of  1 5  half-hour  programs  to  en¬ 
courage  summer  reading  for  beginning 
readers,  begins  Monday  on  WHRO, 
Channel  15. 

The  programs  include  animated  ad¬ 
aptations  of  children's  books,  field  trips 
and  book  reviews  by  children. 

The  series  will  appear  Mondays 
through  Fridays,  3:30pm,  July  11-29; 
and  will  be  repeated  at  the  same  day 
and  time  Aug  1-19  and  at  6pm  July  18- 
Aug  5. 

Host  for  the  series  is  LeVar  Burton, 
well-known  for  his  portrayal  of  Kunte 
Kinte  In  the  television  dramatization  of 
"  Roots/' 


Books  for  the  series  are  available  at 
York  County  Public  Library. 

Children's  books  featured  on  the  pro¬ 
gram  will  include  "Tight  Times,"  "Miss 
Nelson  Is  Back,"  "Bea  and  Mr.  Jones," 
"Bringing  the  Rain  to  Kapiti  Plain," 
"Louis  the  Fish,"  "Digging  Up  Dino¬ 
saurs,"  "Liang  and  the  Magic  Paint¬ 
brush,"  "Gila  Monsters  Meet  You  at  the 
Airport"  "Three  Days  on  a  River  in  a 
Red  Canoe,"  "The  Gift  of  the  Sacred 
Dog"  "Gregory  is  a  Terrible  Eater," 
"Three  by  the  Sea,"  "Arthur's  Eyes," 
"The  Day  Jimmy's  Boa  Ate  the  Wash" 
and  "T/s  One  Man  Band."  V 


) 


ip  IBlW  I 


am 


Library  already  has 
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W  w  Williamsburg  8/8/84 


By  Bill  Nachman 

York  County’s  new  library  hasn’t  even 
opened  its  doors  yet  and  already  the  librarian 
and  several  county  supervisors  are  saying  that 
it  may  not  be  large  enough. 

Meanwhile,  District  1  supervisor  Buck 
Bingley  and  District  5  supervisor  Tabb  Smith 
said  they  are  uncertain  whether  many  of  their 
constituents— spread  as  they  are  near  the  up¬ 
per  and  lower  reaches  of  York— actually  will 
patronize  the  new  facility,  scheduled  to  open 
next  month,  because  of  the  long  distances 
many  of  them  would  have  to  travel  to  get 
there.  If  lower  county  residents  want  to  use  the 
library,  located  at  Route  17  and  Harrod  Lane 
near  Grafton,  they  will  have  to  drive  on  Route 
17,  which  Smith  said  “is  already  crowded  all 
of  the  time.” 

Librarian  Beverly  Dudley  said  she 
understands  that  the  library’s  10-year  lifespan, 
in  terms  of  being  adequate,  has  been  reduced 
to  about  eight  years  even  before  any  patrons 
use  the  building.  County  growth  in  recent 

months  is  partly  accountable  for  this,  she  said. 

Smith  said  that  what’s  happening  at  the 
library  is  somewhat  like  what  the  supervisors 
once  faced  with  the  old  landfill— a  new  facili¬ 
ty  “which  will  need  to  be  addressed  almost 
before  you  realize  it.”  The  library  tentatively 
has  been  scheduled  to  open  early  next  month. 

The  new  facility  will  be  approximately  five 
times  as  large  as  the  current  library,  located 
in  leased  quarters  at  the  Grafton  Shopping 
Center.  But  Mrs.  Dudley  said  she  is  not  active¬ 
ly  seeking  to  purchase  a  lot  of  materials  with 
which  to  fill  up  all  of  the  extra  space,  noting 
that  the  12,000-square-foot  facility  will  finally 
give  York  a  library  where  people  will  have  am¬ 
ple  shelf  and  resource  space. 

The  building,  which  has  a  colonial-style 
facade,  is  being  financed  with  a  $900,000  bond 
issue  approved  by  county  voters  in  1981.  The 
cost  of  construction  is  estimated  at  $700,000, 
plus  other  costs  for  utility  connections,  fur¬ 
nishings,  and  to  set  up  a  library  construction 
reserve  fund. 

One  big  difference  between  the  old  and 
new  libraries,  Mrs.  Dudley  said,  is  that  the 
larger  floor  plan  will  allow  more  emphasis  on 
reference  and  research  functions.  Approx¬ 
imately  50  seats  will  be  set  up,  most  at  tables, 
where  people  may  read  or  work,  compared  to 
only  i  bout  10  seats  in  the  old  library. 


Although  reference  desks  are  planned  toi 
both  the  reference  and  children’s  book  sec 
tions,  Mrs.  Dudley  said  staffing  has  not  beei 
approved  for  those  positions.  The  library 
basically  will  open  with  the  staff,  most  of  then 
part-timers,  who  now  work  at  the  Grafton  site 
“I  won’t  know  about  new  additions  until  aftei 
the  supervisors  have  received  a  personne. 
study  that  is  being  done,”  she  said. 

As  a  visitor  approaches  the  new  building, 
the  main  entrance  will  be  off  Route  17 .  To  the 
left  will  be  a  community  meeting  room  and  a 
children’s  section  will  be  off  to  the  right.  A 
large  study  area  is  adjacent  to  the  children’s 
section,  while  a  reference  area  will  be  buffered 

from  the  meeting  area  by  a  large  circulation 
desk. 

The  interior  will  feature  wine  and  burgun-^ 
dy  colors,  with  soft  wood  tones  in  the  extensive^ 
wooden  arches. 

Initial  plans  do  not  call  for  either  elec¬ 
tronic  book  alarms  or  electronic  checkout 
systems,  but  Mrs.  Dudley  said  both  have  been 
mentioned  as  long-range  possibilities.  A  state 
library  grant  has  been  received  to  get  a  total 
readout  of  all  library  holdings. 

“I’m  not  going  to  immediately  go  out  and 
buy  a  whole  lot  of  books,”  Mrs.  Dudley  said. 
The  library,  has  been  ad  ling  about  3,000 
volumes  per  year  to  its  alre  dy  overcrowded 
shelves,  she  said,  many  of  the  volumes  in 
response  to  new  reading  trei  ds  for  self-help 
books  and  volumes  on  compul  rs  and  related 
fields. 

If  possible,  Mrs.  Dudley  said  he  wants  the 
movers  not  to  place  books  on  tht  top  and  bot¬ 
tom  shelves— the  hardest  to  reac  —and  save 
those  for  incoming  books.  A  Mar  land  com¬ 
pany  ,  which  was  contracted  to  mov  the  White 
House  library,  will  conduct  the  libr  ry  move. 

Should  the  library  grow  as  anticipated, 
-Mrs.  Dudley  said  there  is  ample  e  pansion 
room  behind  the  facility,  further  ba  k  from 
Route  17. 

Preliminary  plans  call  for  the  official 
dedication  ceremony  to  be  held  during  the 
week  of  Yorktown  Day,  Oct.  15-20.  The  Friends 
of  the  Library,  which  holds  fund-raisers  and 
other  projects,  is  in  need  of  volunteers  and 
those  interested  can  call  898-6481. 
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Library 
to  open 
Sept .  10 

YORK  —  The  lights  are  in. 
most  of  the  window  glass  has 
been  set  and  preparations  are  on 
schedule  for  the  Sept.  10  open¬ 
ing  of  the  new  York  County 
Public  Library. 

The  last  panes  of  glass  for  the 
brick  building  at  Route  17  and 
Harrod’s  Lane  north  of  Grafton 
should  be  set  in  place  in  the 
next  few  days,  said  Fred  Whit- 
ley,  county  chief  engineer. 

The  library  at  Grafton  Shop¬ 
ping  Center  will  close  Sept.  5. 
Whitlev  said  a  Maryland  moving 
company  then  will  take  three 
days  to  transport  more  than 
30,000  books  to  the  new  build¬ 
ing. 

The  movers  will  take  the 
books  off  the  library’s  she  ves 
and  put  the  books  onto  shelves 
with  wheels. 

This  allows  the  books  to  be 
moved  while  maintaining  their 
proper  order,  Whitley  said. 

The  new  library  will  have 
about  five  times  more  space 
with  its  12,000  square  feet 

The  one-story  brick  structure 
cost  about  $708,000  and  is  being 
paid  for  with  bonds  approved  in 
a  November  1981  referendum. 

The  new  library  will  be  dedi- 
cated  Oct.  14 
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Story  hours 
resume  at  library 

Storv  hours  for  preschoolers  will 

Jumea.thenewVorHbrary™ 

Route  17  at  Harrod  Lane  on  lues 
day  Sept.  11  at  10:30  a.m  The 
library  will  open  at  the  new  site  on 

STtar1oup  of  five  volunteers  will 
rotate  leading  the  story  hours  each 

Tuesday.  Mary  Cornell  will  lead 
the  programs  in  September.  After 
Sms  from  the  state  library  are 

shown,  the  volunteers  will  tell 
stories  and  lead  the  children  in 
games  and  songs. 
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LIBRARY  OPENS  SOON 

The  Library  Board  of  Trustees  has  planned 
a  gala  celebration  to  commemorate  the  opening  of 
York  County's  new  public  library  on  George 
Washington  Highway  at  Harrod  Lane. 

The  library  is  expected  to  open  its  doors  in 
mid-September,  and  an  official  Grand  Opening  event 
will  be  held  Sunday,  October  14,  at  3  p.m.  After 
a  ribbon  cutting,  a  tour  of  the  library  will  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  reception. 

An  author's  luncheon  October  16  at  Nick's 
Seafood  Pavilion  will  feature  Jim  Kincaid,  I.  Noel 
Hume,  Polly  Longworth  and  other  local  authors. 
Lunch  will  be  served  at  12:30  and  tickets  are 
$6.50.  Authors  will  autograph  books  and  there  will 
be  special  book  displays  and  sales. 

International  coffees  and  New  York  cheese 
cake  will  be  served  at  the  library  Wednesday,  Octo¬ 
ber  17  from  7-9  p.m.  A  string  ensemble  from  the 
York  Community  Orchestra  will  provide  music  and 
local  artists  will  exhibit  their  works.  Cost  is  $2 
per  person. 

An  "Afternoon  in  Camelot"  will  recreate  me¬ 
dieval  life  on  the  grounds  of  the  library  on  Satur¬ 
day,  October  20.  Knights  in  chain  mail  will  engage 
in  personal  combat,  minstrels  and  jugglers  will  per¬ 
form,  and  food  and  drinks  from  the  medieval  period 
will  be  sold.  This  is  a  special  event  for  children, 
but  children  of  all  ages  are  invited. 

Call  the  Library,  898-0077,  for  reservations 
or  for  more  information  on  these  events. 


More  funds  allocated 


for  library  equipment 


By  Bill  Nachman 

The  York  County  public 
library  will  receive  $15,530  more 
in  state  aid  this  year  than 
originally  anticipated.  The 
funds  will  allow  for  the  purchase 
of  additional  books  and  equip¬ 
ment,  librarian  Beverly  Dudley 
said. 

$44,500  had  been  budgeted  for 
books,  but  that  figure  has  now 
been  raised  $11,030,  up  to  a  new 
total  of  $55,530  for  the  year  en¬ 
ding  June  30,  1985. 

$5,465  had  been  budgeted  for 
new  office  equipment,  but  the 
extra  state  aid  boosts  that  sum 
$4,500  up  to  a  total  of  $9,965. 

The  $4,500  equipment  addition 
will  be  used  for  a  Minolta 
reader/printer  for  use  with 
either  microfiche  or  microfilm. 
The  amount  also  includes  an 
estimated  $100  for  supplies  and 
$100  for  possible  repairs  after 
the  three  months’  warranty 
expires. 

The  county  supervisors 
adopted  a  resolution  Thursday 
night,  which  approved  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  state  aid  to  the 
library  account. 


County  library  close 


The  Virginia  Gazette 
Williamsburg  8/22/84 


Bill  Nachman 

Library  reflections 


This  overhead  picture  illustrates  the  modern  look  of  York  County’s  new  library, 
which  is  scheduled  to  open  Sept.  10.  The  new  facility,  located  at  Route  17  and  Harrod 
Lane,  will  be  open  10  a.m.-9  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday  and  10  a.m.-2  p.m.  on  Satur¬ 
days.  The  present  library  at  the  Grafton  Shopping  Center  will  close  Sept.  1.  A  formal 
grand  opening  for  the  new  building  will  be  held  Oct.  14. 


for  move  to  new  site 
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The  York  County  Library  will  be 
closed  Saturday  through  Sept.  10  so 
books  and  supplies  may  be  moved  to 
the  new  building  on  Route  17  at  Har¬ 
rod  Lane. 

Because  books  and  materials  can’t 
be  returned  while  the  library  is 
closed,  late  fines  will  not  be  charged 
during  that  time. 

The  new  library  will  open  at  10 
a.m.  Sept.  10.  Hours  will  remain  the 
same:  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  Mondays 
through  Fridays  and  from  10  a.m.  to  2 
p.m.  Saturdays.  The  telephone  num¬ 
ber  will  also  remain  the  same:  898- 
0077. 

A  book  drop  will  be  left  at  the  Graf¬ 
ton  location  for  several  days  after  the 
library  closes.  Another  book  drop  at 
the  new  library  will  have  an  outside 
book  receptacle  when  the  new  build¬ 
ing  opens. 

Work  on  the  new  library  is  nearly 
complete.  Glass,  carpet  and  other  fur¬ 
nishings  are  being  installed  this  week. 
A  formal  grand  opening  is  scheduled 
for  Oct.  14. 


Beverly  Dudley  stands  among  new  empty  stacks. 


by  Virginia  Gabriele 

York  Town  Crier 

EDGEHILL  --  At  10am  Monday, 
Sept  1 0,  York  County's  new  $900,000 
public  library  will  open  its  doors  to  the 
public 

Waiting  inside  the  spacious  brick 
contemporary  building  on  Route  17 
at  Harrods  Lane  will  be  the  same 
familiar  books  and  the  same  familiar 
faces  of  the  library  staff  as  at  the  old 
storefront  library  in  Grafton  Shopping 
Center. 

But  almost  everything  else  will  be 
new:  from  the  arched  oak  ceiling  to 
the  bentwood  rocking  chairs  to  the 
raised  projection  booth  in  the  63-seat 
meeting  room. 

This  week  has  been  moving  week 
for  the  library,  and  a  time  to  put  the 
finishing  touches  on  the  building  and 
its  furnishings. 

Early  Monday  the  shelves  stood 
bare  and  straight,  waiting  for  their 
books.  A  workman  did  some  final 
sanding  while  another  carefully  posi¬ 
tioned  the  vinyl  transfer  letters  for  the 
building's  major  signs. 

Fred  Whitley,  the  county's  project 
engineer,  began  opening  cartons  of 
„  stepstools,  chairs  and  wastebaskets, 
while  decorator  David  Michaels  re¬ 
moved  plastic  covers  from  easy  chairs 
and  "grapestone"  colored  velvet 
kneeler/sitters  for  teen  readers. 

Librarian  Beverly  Dudley  arrived  with 
a  list  of  last-minute  questions,  and  the 
move  was  underway. 

Mrs.  Dudley  said  the  entire  project 
has  been  a  pleasure.  "I  think  it's  turned 
out  great  and  I  hope  everybody  else 
does,"  she  said. 

Even  the  move  itself  didn't  loom  so 
difficult  after  the  library  staff  learned  it 
didn't  have  to  pack  thousands  of 
books  into  boxes. 

Todd  Moving  and  Storage  of  Gai¬ 
thersburg,  Md.,  is  transferring  the 
books  onto  rolling  shelves  which  go 
right  intothe  truck  and  then  rolltothe 
appropriate  shelf  in  the  new  library. 
The  moving  company  is  even  reshelv¬ 
ing  all  the  books. 

The  library  staff  will  spend  the  next 
few  days  unpacking  and  ‘  arranging 
things  and  then,  over  the  weekend, 
the  circulation  desk  will  arrive,  ready 
for  Monday's  opening. 

"We've  got  the  building,  now  I  hope 
we  get  the  sta  f  so  we  can  do  a  good 
job,"  said  Mrs.  >udiey.  Her  budget  re¬ 
quests  for  additional  people  were 
held  in  abeyance  while  the  county 
waited  for  con  pletion  of  an  outside 
study  of  job  descriptions  and  classifica¬ 
tions.  Now  Mrs.  Dudley  is  afraid. her 
requests  for  more  people  will  be  lost 
in  the  county's  general  dissatisfaction 
with  the  entire  study. 

The  new  library  is  about  three  times 
bigger  than  the  cramped  store  in  Graf¬ 


ton  and  will  offer  plenty  of  room  to 
expand  the  book  collections. 

Designed  by  Caro,  Monroe  &  Ling 
Architects  and  built  by  Hudgins  Con¬ 
struction  Co.,  both  of  Newport  News, 
the  building's  exterior  is  brick  con¬ 
temporary. 

Inside,  a  large  central  hall  has  a  high 
arched  wooden  ceiling  with  exposed 
ductwork  and  banners.  Stacks  are  set 
at  angles,  and  there  are  seating"cozies" 
with  easy  chairs,  tables  and  rockers 
near  the  windows.  A  short  carpeted 
wall  divides  the  adult  and  children's 
sections.  The  reference  section  is  at 
the  end  of  the  central  hall  and  has  an 
adjacent  Virginiana  room. 

The  library  also  contains  a  meeting 
room  with  folding  tables  and  chairs 
and  a  motorized  screen,  offices,  store¬ 
room  and  kitchen. 

Interior  designer  Michaels  said  he 
and  his  wife  Andrea  tried  to  "marry 
the  traditional  nature  of  the  commun¬ 
ity  with  the  contemporary  nature  of 
the  building  and  update  it  with  high- 
tech  library  services.  We  have  one 
foot  in  Colonial  Williamsburg  and  the 
ther  foot  in  the  21  st  century." 


The  Alexandria  couple,  who  have 
designed  about  40  libraries  from  Min¬ 
nesota  to  Venezuela,  chose  a  neutral 
color  scheme  to  highlight  all  the  wood 
surfaces,  with  blue  and  purple  as  the 
major  accent  colors. 

"  Everything  has  to  be  pragmatic  and 
functional,"  said  Michaels,  "but  libra¬ 
ries  also  want  to  do  a  bit  of  marketing 
to  entice  people  to  read,  so  we've 
added  little  surprises  and  whimsy." 
Besides  the  bentwood  rocking  chairs 
and  kneeler/sitters  for  teens,  there  are 
carpeted  cylinders  that  small  children 
can  crawl  into  to  sit  and  read. 

What's  left  of  the  $900,000  bond  . 
issue  that  financed  the  library  will  go* 
into  landscaping,  according  to  Mrs. 
Dudley.  Elaine  Zeiders  of  the  county's 
leisure  services  department  is  adapting 
the  original  landscaping  plan,  and  Ex- 
tention  agent  Jim  Orband  is  coordinat¬ 
ing  a  crew  of  volunteer  laborers. 

The  library  will  be  open  the  same 
hours  as  it  was  at  Grafton:  1 0am-9pm 
Monday  through  Friday,  10am-2pm 
Saturday. 

Mrs.  Dudley  said  ribbon-cutting  and 
ceremonies  are  planned  for  mid-Octo* 
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Staff  photo  by  DAVID  BOWMAN 


Moving  day  P/m-l 

About  half  of  the  York  County  Public  Library's  30,000 
books  were  moved  Wednesday  from  their  old  home  in 
the  Grafton  Shopping  Center  to  the  new  library  at  Route 
17  and  Harrod  Lane.  Workers  helped  move  books  to  the 
shelves  in  the  new  library.  Librarian  Beverly  Dudley  said 
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Little  fanfare,  many  books 


The  new  York  County  public  library  near  Harrods  Lane  opened  Monday  morning  with  litti  >s  ceremony. 
There  were  still  books  to  rearrange  (below)  as  Robin  Corley,  left,  and  new  part-time  emplo’  ?e  Charlotte 
Owens  worked  on  the  reference  section.  Rebekah  Nolan  of  Grafton  was  the  first  youngster  to  tryout  the 
kid-sized  tables  and  chairs  in  the  children's  section.  She  picked  out  a  Dr.  Seuss  b  >ok,  and  examined  it 
gravely.  Opening  ceremonies  will  be  held  next  month. 
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Books  in  business 


The  new  York  County  Public  Library  opened  Monday  to  a  full  h 

"?*  C0T  f  te'y  f"rnished  for  its  grand  opening,  that  didn’t  stop  loca 
checking  out  the  facility  and  the  books. 
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Story  hours  for  kids 

Story  hours  for  preschool  children 
resumed  Tuesday  in  the  new  York 
County  Public  Library  on  Route  17  at 
Harrod  Lane. 

A  group  of  five  volunteers  will  ro¬ 
tate  leading  the  story  hours,  held  at 
10:30  a.m.  Tuesdays  when  school  is  in 
session.  Mary  Cornell  will  lead  the 
program  in  September. 

After  films  from  the  state  library 
are  shown,  volunteers  tell  stories  and 
lead  the  children  in  games  and  songs. 

“Space  was  limited  for  this  in  the 
old  library,  where  we  were  afraid  of 
disturbing  other  patrons,  but  the  new 
library  has  plenty  of  room,”  says  Mrs. 
Cornell. 

Sessions  will  be  held  either  in  the 
children’s  section  of  the  library  or  in 
the  conference  room. 
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York's  New  Public  Library  Open 


by  Clare  Stifft 

The  library  has  finally  accomplished  its 
long-awaited  move  into  its  beautiful  new  build¬ 
ing — well,  almost.  We  were  closed  for  a  week  while 
we  sorted  and  packed,  the  movers  took  the  books 
off  the  shelves,  and  then  transferred  them  again  to 
the  shelves  in  the  new  library — not  always  in  the 
same  order. 

Not  all  of  our  new  furniture  arrived  in  time 
for  the  opening,  so  some  makeshift  solutions  had  to 
be  thought  up  for  temporary  use.  The  staff  worked 
long  hours  all  week  and  weekend,  and  we  were  able 
to  open  on  Monday  morning.  Sept.  10,  with  at  least 
limited  service.  Only  books  could  be  checked  out 
until  the  rest  of  the  furniture  arrived  and  all  the 
boxes  were  unpacked. 

The  workmen  are  still  around,  doing  finish¬ 
ing  touches.  Landscaping  will  be  done,  we  hope, 
before  the  Grand  Opening  ceremonies  Oct.  14. 
Meanwhile,  there  is  a  lot  to  be  done  before  we  are 
operating  smoothly,  but  the  staff  members  are  en¬ 
joying  the  new  spacious  quarters. 

The  meeting  room  already  has  been  put  to 
use  three  times,  and  cards  were  issued  to  151  new 
members  in  the  first  week,  if  you  haven't  yet  come 
to  see  your  new  library,  be  sure  to  visit  it  soon. 
You'll  be  impressed! 


Authors'  Lunch  Honors  Library 

The  Library  Board  invites  you  to  come  and 
enjo^  lunch  at  Nick's  Seafood  Pavilion  with  Jim 
Kincaid,  I.  Noel  Hume,  and  Polly  Longworth  and 
other  local  authors  on  Tuesday,  October  16,  at 
12:30.  Cost  is  $6.50  per  person.  Call  the  Library 
for  tickets. 

Special  displays  will  be  shown,  along  with 
sa  es  and  autographing  by  local  authors. 


Library:  • 

Tni  ts  *  -rvr ■  Vis' 

SSSSSr  l  »  the-  library  she  has 

been  a  volunteer  for  a  long  time.  ..... 

KAREN  ROWELL  who  has  been  a  librar/  s.u 

-  szsr-x  lenfeVhs,i:sy  £s°,r 

KAREN  WILLS  and  SHERRY  MIETZ.  will  be  helping 
out  this  year.  O ' /fryj 


HERALD,  Newport  News,  Va., 


!  Library  prepares  grand  opening 

After  three  years  of  hard  work  by  many  people,  York  County  is  finally 
ready  to  celebrate  the  opening  of  its  new  public  library  building  on  Route  17 
at  Harrod  Line  with  a  week  of  festivities. 

The  celebration  will  include: 

•  A  granr  opening  at  3  p.m.  Sunday.  It  will  begin  with  a  ribbon-cutting 
ceremony  an  '  include  a  flag  ceremony,  a  tour  of  the  new  facility  and  a  ca¬ 
te  tered  recepti  \n> 

•  An  authi  ^s  luncheon  at  12:30  p.m.  Oct.  16  in  Nick’s  Seafood  Pavilion  in 
Yorktown.  Nt  ed  writers  Jim  Kincaid,  Ivor  Noel  Hume  and  Polly  Longsworth 
will  speak,  a  d  other  local  authors  will  display,  sell  and  autograph  their 
cl  works  The  co  of  the  luncheon  is  $6.50  per  person,  and  seating  is  limited. 

>  •  “An  Eve  ing  at  the  Library”  from  7  to  9  p.m.  Oct.  17.  The  Warwick 

^  Cheest  Shop  ill  cater  the  event  with  international  coffees  and  New  York 
Q  cheese,  ake.  Tl  e  York  River  Community  Orchestra  will  provide  music,  and 
|  local  aitists  will  perform  and  exhibit  their  works.  Refreshments  will  cost  $2 
%  per  person. 

,>  •  “Ai  Afternoon  at  Camelot”  at  11  a.m.  Oct.  20.  Minstrel  Richard  Follett 

~  will  sing,  and  storyteller  Margaret  Cubberly  will  tell  tales  of  dragons,  uni- 
*  corns  and  other  creatures  from  fantasyland.  Knights  in  shining  armor  will 
give  com  >at  demonstrations  in  the  “natural  amphitheater”  in  the  back  of  the 
a.  library. 
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Friends  to  give 
computer  to  library 
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Friends  of  the  York  County  Li¬ 
brary  will  present  an  APPLE  He  com¬ 
puter  to  the  library  at  7:30  tonight. 
The  presentation  will  take  place  at 
the  library’s  new  site  on  Route  17. 
The  public  is  encouraged  to  attend. 

The  computer  will  be  equipped 
with  the  following  accessories:  2  disc 
drives,  a  color  monitor,  a  printer,  a 
graphic  interface  card,  a  file  cabinet 
for  floppy  discs  and  appropriate  soft¬ 
ware. 

Funds  for  the  computer  were  ob¬ 
tained  from  various  sources  —  dues 
from  library-interested  residents  who 
have  become  members  of  the  Friends, 
Friends  book  sales,  and  solicited  dona¬ 
tions  from  business  organizations. 
The  Friends  also  wish  to  express  ap¬ 
preciation  to  Chaney  Computer  As¬ 
sociates,  Inc.  of  York  Village  Center 
for  its  unstinted  cooperation  in  assist¬ 
ing  the  Friends  responsible  for  pro¬ 
curing  the  computer. 


The  new  York  County  Public  Library 
celebrates  its  grand  opening  next  week 
in  a  new  building  worthy  of  the  name. 

Many  people  are  responsible  for 
the  fact  that  York  County  finally  has  a 
library  building  to  be  proud  of,  and 
they  deserve  a  tremendous  vote  of 
thanks. 

These  folks  built  a  library  out  of 
^  nothing  but  an  old  house  and  a  raft  of 
donated  books,  saw  it  expand,  gained 
■^what  grudging  county  support  they 
^^rcould  and  pounded  the  pavement  in 
^•search  of  signatures  to  get  the  bond 
issue  for  the  new  building  into  a 
referendum  in  1981. 

They  have  faced  an  uphill  struggle 
all  the  way. 

While  we’re  passing  out  the  praise, 
we  also  want  to  pass  out  a  few  Bronx 
cheers  for  those  supervisors  who  balk 
^  at  spending  tax  dollars  in  this  way. 

Some  of  our  supervisors  and  the 
county  administration  seem  to  bank 
on  the  old  adage  "penny  wise  and 
pound  foolish,"  shelling  out  lots  of  tax 
dollars  for  things  like  a  million-dollar 
fire  department  and  lavish  salaries  for 
county  bureaucrats,  but  pinching 
pennies  when  it  comes  to  developing 
services  like  libraries  or  parks  or 
recreation  programs. 

A  story  about  New  Quarter  Park  last 
week  emphasizes  this  tendency.  The 
county  was  given  the  land  nine  years 
ago,  but  the  supervisors  have  never 
funded  its  development  It  will  open 
next  spring,  on  a  shoestring,  open  only 
to  groups  because  that  cuts  down  on 
the  amount  of  policing  required. 

The  county  department  of  leisure 
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services  tells  us  it  wants  a  $3.1  million 
bond  issue  for  new  parkland  on  the 
ballot  next  year.  If  the  referendum 
passes,  will  that  land  meet  the  same 
fate? 

As  the  supervisors  look  at  the  pro¬ 
posed  county  pay  plan,  we  ask  them 
to  begin  to  realize  what  priorities  the 
county  has  chosen. 

The  county's  newsletter,  in  the  last 
issue,  listed  a  bountiful  menu  of  goals 
for  the  county.  The  supervisors  need 
to  begin  to  make  the  tough  choices 
among  that  menu,  and  realize  that 
how  the  county  spends  its  tax  rev¬ 
enues  reflects  these  choices. 

Is  the  fire  department  or  the  util¬ 
ities  department  really  1 5  times  more 
important  than  the  library?  That's  the 
kind  of  question  the  supervisors  need 
to  answer. 

And  it's  a  little  misleading  to  com¬ 
pare  some  of  our  county  bureaucrats' 
salaries  to  neighboring  cities  without 
comparing  the  level  of  services  of¬ 
fered  or  the  size  of  the  departments 
they  administer. 

We  think  it's  time  the  county  rec¬ 
ognized  the  importance  its  citizens 
place  on  first-class  library  facilities, 
and  began  to  reorient  the  county's 
priorities  to  line  up  with  the  citizens'. 

— M.K.S. 


York  County 

Public  Library 

Board  of  Trustees 


Invites  you  to  a  Gala  Celebration 


Grand  Opening  -  October  14 

Plan  to  attend  with  your  family  the  ribbon  cutting  on  Sunday,  October  14, 1984  at  3  p.m. 
at  the  New  Library.  Tour  and  reception  will  be  held  afterwards. 

The  Author’s  Luncheon  and  An  Evening  at  the  Library  have  been  planned  for  adults.  An 
Afternoon  in  Camelot  has  been  planned  for  children  of  all  ages. 

Author’s  Luncheon  -  October  16 - — - - 

Come  and  enjoy  lunch  at  Nick’s  Seafood  Pavilion  with  Jim  Kincaid,  I.  Noel  Hume,  and 
Polly  Longworth  and  other  local  authors  on  Tuesday,  October  16th  at  12:30.  Lunch 
includes  Greek  salad,  soup,  beverage  and  dessert.  Cost  $6.50  per  person.  Cash  bar 
available.  Special  displays,  sales,  and  autographing  by  area  authors. 

An  Evening  at  the  Library  -  October  17 - 

Join  us  Wednesday  evening,  October  17th  from  7-9  to  sample  International  coffees  and 
enjoy  authentic  New  York  Cheese  Cake  catered  by  the  Warwick  Cheese  Shoppe.  A  String 
Ensemble  from  the  York  County  Community  Orchestra  will  provide  the  music.  Local 
artists  will  exhibit  and  perform  throughout  the  library.  Cost  $2.00  per  person. 

An  Afternoon  in  Camelot  -  October  20 - 

Recreate  medieval  life  with  an  afternoon  on  the  grounds  of  the  new  library  complete  with 
personal  combat  between  knights  wearing  chain  mail,  helmets,  and  shields;  minstrels; 
jugglers;  scenes  from  “Camelot”;  and  even  food  and  drinks  for  sale  from  that  period.  For 
children  of  all  ages! 


Please  fill  out  and  return  with  check.  Tickets  will  be  mailed  to  you. 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

□  Author’s  Luncheon,  Cost  $6.50  per  person 

□  An  Evening  at  the  Library,  Cost  $2.00  per  person 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  York  Library  Donation  Account 
and  mail  this  form  and  payment  to:  York  Public  Library 

P.O.  Box  1275 
Yorktcwn,  Virginia  23692 


Library  Grows  With  York 


Two  years  ago  the  York  County  Public  Library 
moved  from  a  storefront  location  to  a  new,  modern 
library  building  and  has  become  a  full-service 
library  with  growing  membership  and  services. 

Since  the  move  9,000  new  members  have  joined 
for  a  total  of  about  19,000;  and  about  5,000  books 
have  been  added  each  year  for  a  total  of  38,000. 
Capacity  of  the  library  is  estimated  at  50,000  vol¬ 
umes. 

Circulation  (the  number  of  items  loaned)  has 
increased  19  percent  since  the  move.  A  circulation 
record  was  set  in  July  when  4,569  items  were 
loaned  in  one  week. 

Modern  Services 

The  modern  library  offers  more  than  just 
books.  Computer  and  microfilm  technology  as  well 
as  audio  and  video  cassettes  have  enhanced  library 
services. 

Last  year  the  library's  collection  was  put  on 

microfilm,  allowing  it  to  participate  in  the  Inter- 
Library  Loan  program.  If  York  does  not  have  a 

book,  the  microfilm  list  of  nearly  all  Virginia  li¬ 

braries'  holdings  may  locate  the  wanted  book  which 
can  be  ordered  by  mail.  "We  have  access  to  almost 
any  book  in  print,"  says  Librarian  Beverly  Dudley. 

The  Magazine  Index  is  a  microfilm  listing  of 

magazines  by  title  and  subject. 

A  computer  is  available  for  patrons  to  use  after 
a  half-hour  instruction  course.  Many  software 
programs  also  are  available. 

A  new  service  at  York  Library  is  a  collection  of 
books  on  audio  tape.  A  "reader"  can  now  "listen" 
to  a  book  at  home  or  even  on  the  road  if  the  car 
has  a  tape  deck.  Music  also  is  available  on  cas- 
sefAe.  A  limited  collection  of  movies  on  video 
Ccrsettes  may  be  checked  out  for  one  week. 

Those  who  have  difficulty  reading  fine  print 
may  ask  at  the  desk  about  a  collection  of  books 
the  library  now  offers  containing  large  print. 

Reference  Section  Growing 

A  much  larger  collection  of  reference  materials 
is  now  offered  to  students  and  researchers  from  a 
variety  of  encyclopedia,  literary  criticisms,  medical 
dictionaries,  investment  books,  car  repair  manuals 
(which  ,can  be  taken  out/witfy,»a  $5  deposit).  State 
and  York  County  Code  bppks,  major  telephone 
books,  and  a  number  of  business  forms  (such  as 
Power  of  Attorney ,  etc. )  that  ban  be  duplicated. 

Board  of  Supervisors'  minutes,  county  studies 
and  ordinances  also  are  available  in  the  research 
section. 

Teachers  may  request  the  library  to  hold  books 
on  a  certain  subject  in  the  reference  section  so  that 
students  will  be  guaranteed  resources  on  the  cur¬ 
rent  study  topic. 

Local  History  Room 

A  unique  service  Ts  tne  Cocal  History  room. 
Donations  are  sought  of  local  family  histories,  old 
photos  of  York  County,  old  issues  of  the  William 
and  Mary  Quarterly,  and  any  other  materials  that 
document  York's  history. 

Other  Services 

The  library  offers  many  Free  workshops,  lec¬ 
tures,  and  seminars  on  topics  ranging  from  invest- 
merts  to  the  use  of  cosmetics  as  a  service  to  the 
community 

A  meeting  room  that  seats  60  may  be  used  free 
by  community  organizations.  A  library  newsletter 
is  published  bi-monthly  and  is  available  free  at  the 
library.  About  200  children  participated  in  this 
summer's  reading  program  which  strives  to  help 
children  retain  reading  skills  over  the  summer. 


STAFFERS  ROBIN  CORLEY  AND  NORMA  COLTON  RETURN 
SOME  OF  THE  38,000  VOLUMES  TO  THE  STACKS . 


Staff 

In  addition  to  Mrs.  Dudley,  the  staff  consists 
of  nine  full-time  or  part-time  members  plus  six 
Student  pages  and  many  volunteers  who  donate 
about  250  hours  each  month. 

Guiding  operations  at  the  library  is  the  Library 
Board,  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
Library  Board  members  are;  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Rogers,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hughes,  Eric  Sheriff,  Mrs. 
Cynthia  S.  Peters,  and  Robert  Desmarais. 

'  •  ~~  > 

Future  Plans 

Plans  call  for  additional  hours  on.  Sunday  after¬ 
noon  and  for  adding  a  children's  librarian  sometime 
in  December. 

York  County  Public  Library  Hours 

Monday-Thursday  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 

Friday  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Saturday  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 


Holiday  Events  Scheduled 

Holiday  activities  at  the  library  include  parties 
and  movies  for  the  whole  family: 

December  10,  15,  17,  22  family  Christmas- 

movies  will  E>e  shown  In  the  evenings. 

December  16  a  family  Christmas  party  will 
inclucJe  singing  carols  accompanied  by  an  ensemble 
from  the  York  River  Community  Orchestra.  Also 
short  videos  for  children  and  refreshments  will  be 
featured. 

December  20  a  children's  Christmas  party  will 
include  Christmas  crafts,  Christmas  movies  and,  of 
course,  goodies.  Pre-registration  is  required, 
beginning  December  1.  Time:  1-2:30  p.m. 

Beginning  in  January,  Friends  of  the  Library 
will  show  classic  films. 

For  more  information  see  the  library's  newslet¬ 
ter  or  call  898-0077.  The  library  is  located  on 
Route  17  at  Harrod  Lane. 


YORK  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


LIBRARY  BOARD 

Pencelia  D.  Nichols,  Chmn . 
Diane  H.  Holland,  V-Chmn. 
Amanda  McLean 
Elizabeth  C.  Rogers 
Eric  Sheriff 


ARCHITECTS 

Caro,  Monroe,  and  Liang 

GENERAL  CONTRACTOR 

Hudgins  Construction  Co. 


LIBRARIAN  INTERIOR  DESIGN 

Beverly  Dudley  Michaels  Associates 

SITE 

The  library  is  located  on  approximately  four  acres  of  land  donated  to  York  County 
by  the  late  Mr.  Leslie  O’Hara. 

BUILDING  LAYOUT 

In  addition  to  the  main  library  stack  area,  the  York  County  Public  Library  includes 
a  local  history  room,  a  children’s  area,  a  cataloging  and  processing  center,  and  a  multi¬ 
purpose  room.  The  multi-purpose  room  has  a  projection  booth  and  a  built-in  screen, 
storage  for  tables  and  chairs,  and  an  adjacent  kitchenette. 

The  11,900  square  foot  facility  will  house  50,000  volumes,  and  provide  seating  for 
75  adult  library  users  and  25  children.  In  addition  to  the  traditional  library  seating  there 
are  reading  alcoves  along  the  south  wall. 

The  building  is  designed  to  be  fully  accessible  to  the  physically  handicapped. 


INTERIOR  DESIGN 

Book  stacks  are  arranged  in  a  diagonal  pattern  for  ease  in  circulation  and  visual 
control.  The  color  scheme  was  selected  to  respect  the  colonial  heritage  of  the  area, 
and  to  harmonize  with  the  natural  materials  used  throughout  the  library.  The  colors 
are  coordinated  to  provide  quiet  and  restful  surroundings  and  form  a  backdrop  to  the 
books,  which  will  give  most  of  the  color  and  texture  to  the  interior  environment. 


LIGHTING 

Interior  lighting  is  supplied  by  both  natural  and  artificial  means.  A  large  north- 
facing  clerestory  brings  indirect  and  consistent  daylight  into  the  middle  of  the  building. 
Along  the  south  side  of  the  building,  large  windows  facing  east-southeast  provide  the 
same  kind  of  diffused  light. 

HEATING  AND  AIR  CONDITIONING 

Heat  pumps  and  fans  located  in  the  mechanical  equipment  room  provide  heating  and 
air  conditioning.  The  air  is  conveyed  by  large  exposed  round  ducts  and  a  hidden  return 
air  system  at  the  clerestory.  Initial  calculations  project  the  facility  to  operate  with 
energy  usage  approximately  25%  below  similar  buildings  in  this  climate. 

CONSTRUCTION  METHODS 

The  building’s  structural  system  is  laminated  post-and-beam  construction  with  solid 
timber  decking.  All  the  exterior  walls  are  6”  frame  construction  with  masonry  veneer, 
heavily  insulated  and  reinforced.  The  roof  system  is  level,  but  tapered  insulation  ranging 
from  3%"  to  9%”  provides  positive  drainage  .  The  roof  membrane  is  a  single  sheet  of 
EDPM,  a  rubber  compound,  with  approximately  9  pounds  per  square  foot  of  stone  ballast. 


SERVICES 

A  wide  range  of  services,  including  children’s  programs,  interlibrary  loans,  photo¬ 
copying,  computer  use,  tape  cassetes,  video  games,  video  cassettes,  cameras,  reference, 
large  print  books,  and  large  basic  collections  for  educational  and  recreational  reading, 
will  be  offered  to  library  patrons. 
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New  library 
off  to  busy  start 

By  KATHY  WILLIAMSON 
Staff  Writer 

Open  for  only  a  short  time,  York  County’s  new  public  library  building 
is  already  a  beehive  of  activity. 

On  a  recent  Monday,  more  than  800  people  visited  the  library  with  43 
new  people  registering  for  cards.  ‘That’s  great  for  a  Monday,”  says 
Penny  Nichols,  chairwoman  of  the  library  board. 

Heavy  traffic  in  the  library  probably  will  continue  as  the  new  wood 
and  beam  building  settles  into  its  daily  routine. 

The  11,900-square  foot  library  will  house  50,000  volumes  and  provide 
seating  for  75  adult  and  25  children  library  users.  There  also  are 
reading  alcoves  along  the  south  wall. 

The  basic  equipment  and  supplies  are  there  for  the  library,  but 
donations  are  welcomed  for  extras  the  budget  doesn’t  cover.  Money 
received  so  far  will  be  used  for  benches  and  bike  rack  outdoors.  A 
microwave  and  refrigerator  are  in  the  kitchen,  but  there  is  still  a  need 
for  a  large  coffee  maker  and  serving  cups  for  the  room.  Also,  plants 
could  be  used  for  the  interior  planters  arriving  soon. 

Please  see  Library,  Page  2 


•  Library 

Continued  from  Page  1 

The  library  has  an  “outstanding” 
projection  room,  says  Mrs.  Nichols, 
which  needs  audio  visual  equipment. 
The  Friends  of  the  Library  has  been 
collecting  money  for  a  computer, 
which  will  be  in  place  by  Oct.  15. 

Grand  opening  ceremonies  for  the 
library  will  be  held  Oct.  14  at  3  p.m., 
when  the  York  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  and  other  county  officials 
will  do  the  honors.  The  choral 
ensemble  from  Tabb  High  School  will 
perform,  and  there  will  be  a  self- 
guided  tour  of  the  library. 

Other  opening  celebration 
activities  include: 

•  Author’s  luncheon  —  12:30  p.m. 
Oct.  16  at  Nick’s  Seafood  Pavilion, 
cash  bar  at  noon.  Authors  such  as  Jim 
Kincaid,  I.  Noel  Hume  and  Polly 
Longworth  will  speak,  and  other 
authors  like  Lucy  O’Hara,  whose 
family  donated  the  land  for  the 
library,  will  also  be  there  to 
autograph  and  sell  their  books.  The 
cost  is  $6.50  per  person;  seating  is 
limited  to  ifin 


•  An  evening  at  the  library  —  7  to 
9  p.m.  Oct.  17  to  sample  15  types  of 
international  coffees  and  New  York 
cheesecake  catered  by  the  Warwick 
Cheese  Shoppe.  A  string  ensemble 
from  the  York  County  Community 
Orchestra  will  perform,  and  artists 
from  On  The  Hill  will  display  their 
work.  Cost  is  $2  per  person; 
attendance  is  unlimited. 

•  An  afternoon  in  Camelot  —  On 
Oct.  20,  a  re-creation  of  medieval  life 
on  the  grounds  of  the  new  library  will 
feature  jousting  knights,  minstrels, 
jugglers,  scenes  from  “Camelot,”  and 
food  and  drink  from  the  period  for 
sale.  “It’s  primarily  for  children  but 
will  be  nice  enough  for  everyone  to 
enjoy,”  says  Mrs.  Nichols. 

Donations  to  the  library  for  the 
“extras”  it  needs  or  payment  for  the 
celebration  events  can  be  made  by 
making  checks  payable  to  the  York 
Library  Donation  Account  and 
mailing  payment  to  York  Public 
Library,  P.O.  Box  1275,  Yorktown 
23692.  Flyers  outlining  the 
celebration  events  include  a  form  to 
be  filled  out  for  people  wanting  to 
attend  the  luncheon  or  the  evening  at 
the  library.  The  flyers  have  been 
distributed  throughout  the  county. 


Mrs.  Nichols  recently  attended  the 
first  Frontiers  Conference  sponsored 
by  the  Public  Library  Association,  a 
division  of  the  American  Library 
Association  and  the  University  of 
W  isconsin-Extension  Communication 
f  rograms/Library  and  Information 
Science.  Meeting  people  associated 
with  a  cross  section  of  library 
experiences  gave  Mrs.  Nichols  insight 
as  to  how  various  libraries  function. 
For  instance,  the  public  library  in 
/^Denver,  Colo.,  found  it  advantageous*-' 
/  to  purchase  and  circulate  small  $30 
\  ,Timex  computers  before  installing  its 
)  ar®e  computer.  "This  allowed  people 
/  to  become  familiar  with  working  with 
computers  and  helped  on  the  wear 
and  tear  of  the  large  computer  when 
it  was  put  in,"  she  says. 

•  After  talking  with  library 
representatives  about  funding 
procedures  in  their  areas,  Mrs. 
Nichols  has  decided,  "we’re  lucky  in 
York  County.  Pennsylvania,  for 
example,  gets  help  from  the  United 
'*  ay  and  has  a  very  small  budget  with 
not  much  help  from  the  government. 

The  woman  I  talked  to  has  to  rely  on 
sales  and  donations,  even  to  pay 
salaries;  she  really  has  a  struggle. 

Here,  we  get  state  aid  and  support 
from  York  County." 

Always  looking  for  feasible, 
affordable  ways  to  reach  more  people 
with  library  services,  the  York 
County  Public  Library  is  planning  to 
offer  books-by-mail  for  those  who 
can’t  come  to  the  library.  Some 
libraries  provide  this  service  through 
the  Meals  on  Wheels  program,  says 
Mrs.  Nichols.  She  also  heard  about 
other  libraries  that  are  extending 
outreach  programs  to  places  like 
nursing  homes  and  hospitals.  York 
County  s  Jail  Outreach  program  has 
been  very  successful,  she  says.  Four 
-years  ago,  the  public  library  set  up  a 
library  of  paperbacks  and  magazines 
M  the  county  jail,  and  its  use  has  been 
/  steadily  increasing. 

The  county  provides  library 
Services  for  northern  residents  by 
/paying  $30,000  annually  to  the 
|  Williamsburg  Regional  Library  for  its 
availability  to  residents  who  live 
closer  to  it  than  the  Route  17  facility. 

“In  essence,  it’s  a  branch  library  for 
northern  county  people,”  says  Mrs. 
Nichols. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
library  at  898-0077. 


Staff  photo  by  DENNIS  TENNANT 

Penny  Nichols  is  chairman  of  the  library  board. 
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Volunteers  started 
library  in  rented  house 

Originally  a  project  of  the  York  County  Volunteer  Association,  the  York 
County  Public  Library  began  as  a  result  of  great  community  effort. 

It  began  operating  in  September  1968  in  an  old  rented  house  on  Route  17 
in  Grafton.  Books,  shelving,  furniture  and  labor  were  all  donated,  with  Nancy 
Deskins  heading  an  all-volunteer  staff. 

When  the  volunteers  didn’t  have  enough  money  to  renew  the  lease  on  the 
building,  the  county  Board  of  Supervisors  came  up  with  the  money  to  renew 
it  for  one  year.  Then,  in  1971,  the  library  was  moved  to  an  old  post  office 
building  in  the  Grafton  Shopping  Center.  The  governing  body  paid  the  rent 
and  utilities  and  a  nominal  fee  for  Beverly  Dudley  to  take  charge. 

By  1975,  the  library  had  outgrown  the  building  space,  and  an  addition  was 
constructed.  It  nearly  doubled  the  size  of  the  facility  into  an  awkward  20-  by 
125-foot  space. 

In  1976,  a  library  Board  of  Trustees  was  appointed,  in  accordance  with 
Virginia  law,  and  State  Library  support  was  obtained  once  local  income  met 
statt  requirements. 

Ii  1978,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Thomsen  were  instrumental  in  forming  a 
Friends  of  the  Library  group  which  has  raised  money  for  a  number  of  library 
nee-  is  —  including  the  new  computer. 

patronage  continued  to  grow,  along  with  the  library’s  collection.  It  soon 
bee;  ne  obvious  a  larger  and  properly  designed  building  was  needed.  After 
rmi(h  discussion  of  various  methods  of  financing  the  library,  the  county 
Board  of  Supervisors  decided  to  place  a  bond  referendum  on  the  ballot  in 
November  1981.  The  referendum  passed  easily. 

pr*xt  came  a  lengthy  search  for  a  suitable  site.  The  supervisors  finally  and 
gratefully  accepted  the  four-acre  site  donated  by  the  late  Leslie  O’Hara. 
Dut  ig  the  next  two  years,  plans  were  developed,  architects  selected,  a 
con:  ruction  company  hired  and  —  in  September  1983  —  ground  was  broken. 


New  library 
ope  ling  filmed 

A  >minute  program  on  the 
open  g  of  the  York  County  Library 
will  I  aired  seven  times  during  the 
next  wo  weeks  on  Channel  36,  the 
govt  ament  information  channel. 

Tt  program  includes  the  ribbon 
cutt  g  ceremony  held  Oct.  14,  a 
tour  f  the  library  interior,  and  a 
hist  y  of  the  library.  Ruritan 
mei  >ers  Jim  Funk  and  John 
Law  on  were  the  volunteer 
can  ramen.  The  program  was 
prod  ced  and  edited  by  the  Infor¬ 
mat  n  Office. 

Tl  airing  schedule  is :  Tuesday, 
Oct.  1,  follow  ing  the  7  p.m.  board 
of  s^  ervisor  meeting;  Tuesday, 
Oct.  0,  3  p.i  .;  Friday,  Nov.  2,  3 
p.m.  Tuesdci  Nov.  6, 3  p.m.,  and 
agai  followi  the  7  p.m.  board 
meel  g. 


Authors 
to  speak 
at  luncheon 

Jim  Kincaid,  Ivor  Noel  Hume  and 
Polly  Longsworth,  noted  area  authors, 
will  speak  at  an  Author  Luncheon  at 
12:30  p.m.  Oct.  16  in  Nick’s  Seafood 
Pavilion  in  Yorktown. 

The  luncheon  is  part  of  opening 
week  activities  for  the  new  York 
County  Public  Library  on  Route  17. 

Other  area  writers  and  organiza¬ 
tions  expected  to  attend,  autograph 
books  and  sell  signed  copies  of  their 
books  include  August  F.  Crabtree, 
Lucy  O’Hara,  Louis  Catron,  Arthur 
and  Jone  Cone,  Willis  F.  Cox  and  Guy 
Fridell;  area  cookbook  writers  Joan 
McCormick,  Marian  Bowditch,  Grace 
Episcopal  Church  Women  and  the 
Comte  de  Grasse  Chapter,  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution. 

Books  on  display  at  the  luncheon 
may  be  purchased  for  the  York 
County  Public  Library  by  individuals 
and  organizations.  A  bookplate  nam¬ 
ing  the  donor  will  be  placed  in  each 
book.  All  gifts  are  tax-deductible. 

Luncheon  arrangements  have  been 
made  by  Jean  Kirkham  and  Ann 
Bland. 

The  cost  of  the  luncheon  is  $6.50 
per  person.  Seating  is  limited  and 
reservations  will  be  confirmed  on  a 
first-come,  first-served  basis.  Monday 
is  the  registration  deadline. 

To  register,  send  a  check  payable 
to  the  York  Public  Library  to  the  li¬ 
brary  at  P.O.  Box  1572,  Grafton  23692, 
in  time  to  make  Monday’s  deadline. 
Call  898-0077. 


Staff  photo  by  THOM  SLATER 

York’s  new  library 

Among  those  touring  York  County's  one-story  brick  structure,  which  is  and  space  for  50,000  books.  The 

new  public  library  after  its  dedica-  the  new  home  to  the  county's  30,000  dedication  week  celebration  contin- 

tion  Sunday  afternoon  is  Lucy  volumes.  It  replaces  cramped  quar-  ues  Tuesday,  when  local  authors  Jim 

O'Hara  (seated),  who  donated  land  ters  in  a  Grafton  Shopping  Center  Kincaid,  Ivor  Noel  Hume  and  Polly 

for  the  building.  She  said  she  was  storefront.  The  library  features  11,900  Longsworth  meet  for  a  luncheon.  For 

"amazed"  by  the  spaciousness  of  the  square  feet,  with  a  community  room  more  information,  call  898-0077. 


I  •  |  «  I  •  York  Town  Crier  photo  by  Nan  Brown 

Library  s  grand  opening  /*/*  />>■ 

The  new  York  County  Public  Library  will  celebrate  its  grand  opening  this  week,  beginning  with  a  ribbon-cutting 
Sunday  at  3pm  and  continuing  with  a  luncheon  Tuesday,  an  evening  reception  Wednesday  and  an  "Afternoon 
at  Camelot"  Saturday.  A  complete  calendar  of  events,  memoirs  of  earlier  storefront  days  for  the  library  and  a 
guide  to  the  new  library  are  featured  in  this  week's  "Eye"  entertainment  section,  pages  B2-B7. 
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Mime  musicians  Eric  Rew  and  Stephanie 
Kelley  play  along  with  real  musical  artists 
Peggy  Hadden  and  Jim  Hadden. 
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Books,  music,  artists  herald  its  grand  opening 
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York  County  Public  Library 

Opening  Celebration 


new  York  PuMi'c  Library ' Incfudedh“Ahll|ht  f*e  opening  of  the 
A  string  ensemble  from  the  York  cmm*^ vening  at  the  Library^ 
provided  backdrop  music  ,h.*i  ?.50un*v  Community  Orchestra 
and  international  treats  cSi  r  lbtrary  visitors  enioyed  artists 
by  himself,  time  out  ?oread 

Franklin  Spoor.  The  u  im d®corative  Paper  art  of  K 

volumes  and  provides  seating*  for  houses  50,000 

The  Friends  ,he 
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An  Evening  at  the  New  Library,/ 

Wednesday,  October  17, 1984 
Time  7  to  9  Admit  One 
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Library  board 
makes  policy 


Policy  and  management  for  the  library  is 
under  the  control  of  the  library  Board  of 
Trustees  which  consists  of  five  members. 

Members  are  appointed  by  the  board  of 
supervisors  and  serve  four-year  (staggered) 
terms.  They  may  serve  two  consecutive 
terms. 

By  tradition,  each  member  usually  re¬ 
sides  in  a  different  election  district  although 


there  is  no  legal  requirement  for  this. 

Diane  Holland,  vice-chairman,  and 
Amanda  McLean  both  complete  their  first 
terms  of  office  on  the  board  at  the  end  of 
this  year.  Pencelia  Nichols,  chairman,  com¬ 
pletes  her  second  term  at  the  end  of  1 985; 


York  Town  Crier  photo  by  Nan  Brown 

A  happy  staff,  from  left:  Charlotte  Owens^  Faye  Boston,  Beverly  Dudley,  Robin  Corley,  Janice  Ward,  Claire  Stifft,  Norma  Coltoa 


Elizabeth  Rogers  her  second  term  in  1 986; 
and  Eric  Sheriff  his  second  term  in  1987. 

Board  members  serve  without  compen¬ 
sation.  The  board  generally  meets  once  a 
month  -  when  a  new  library  is  not  being 
planned  and  built 


Friends  of  the  Library 

The  Friends  of  the  York  County  Library  is 
a  volunteer  group  formed  to  focus  public 
attention  on  the  library,  encourage  volun¬ 
teer  help,  sponsor  children's  activities,  and 
raise  funds  for  library  equipment  and  furn¬ 
ishings. 

The  Friends  was  organized  in  1977  with 
Tom  and  Kristina  Thomsen  as  joint  chair¬ 
men.  Succeeding  chairmen  have  been 
Tom  and  Shirley  Walton,  Jackie  Ingram, 
Marge  Harris,  June  Smoot  and  Eugene 
Cervi. 

The  Friends  purchased  cushions  and  a 
rug  for  the  children's  area  of  the  old  library, 
and  a  children's  table  and  stools,  which  are 
still  being  used  at  the  new  library. 

Members  of  the  Friends  have  donated 
refreshments  and  decorations  and  provided 
entertainment  for  children's  parties. 

Their  most  recent  gift  to  the  library  is  an 
Apple  lie  computer  which  will  be  available 
for  public  use. 

A  Friends  newsletter  is  issued  several 
times  a  year,  to  keep  members  up  to  date 
with  library  programs  and  Friends'  activities. 
Funds  are  raised  through  dues  and  sales  of 
used  books. 

Dues  are  $3  a  year  for  individuals  and  $5 
for  families  and  organizations.  Member¬ 
ship  applications  are  available  at  the  library. 


Staff  isn't  crowded  anymore 

Here's  a  look  at  the  York  library  staff.  wealth  of  training  and  experience  to  her  both  her  Air  Force  husband's  tours  at 

Librarian  Beverly  Dudley  met  her  husband  job  -  she  has  served  as  a  volunteer  or  a  Langley.  Charlotte  graduated  from  the 

while  teaching  in  dependent  schools  in  member  of  the  staff  of  many  libraries,  University  of  Rochester  and  taught  school 

Orleans,  France.  After  three  (intermittent)  including  the  Library  of  Congress.  Although  a  short  while,  but  after  the  hiatus  which 

tours  at  Fort  Monroe,  they  decided  the  she  spends  the  bulk  of  her  time  in  class-  ended  with  the  youngest  of  her  three 

Peninsula  was  there  destiny  and  settled  ifying  books,  her  interest  in  history- along  children  enrolled  in  school,  she  turned  to 

and, retired  here.  She  began  her  relationship  with  a  memory  for  details  -  make  her  a  her  love  of  libraries  and  began  volunteering 

with  the  library  as  a  volunteer  in  1969  valuable  source  of  help  for  those  seeking  and  taking  library  science  courses.  Mrs. 

because  of  a  love  of  books  and  some  assistance  with  that  topic,  especially  York  Owens  is  eagerly  awaiting  the  day  when 

college  experience.  She  has  taken  library  County  history.  the  hoped-for  added  staff  will  allow  her  to 

science  courses  since  then  whenever  the  Janice  Ward,  head  of  circulation,  brings  become  the  reference  librarian  in  fact;  she 
opportunity  presented  itself,  and  completed  an  especially  wide  variety  of  training  and  ‘s  presently  needed  at  the  circulation  desk, 

her  master's  degree  in  library  and  informa-  experience  to  the  library  staff.  Graduating  and  the  reference  desk  is  not  staffed, 

tion  science  from  Catholic  University  in  frorn  the  University  of  lllinoise  with  a  Secretary  Joyce  Faye  Boston  is  a  native 

1982.  degree  in  chemistry  and  math,  she  took  Texan.  She  and  her  family  came  to  the 

Assistant  Librarian  Norma  Colton  knew  some  graduate  work  in  psychology  from  Peninsula  when  Amoco  brought  them  here 

what  she  wanted  fairly  early  in  her  training.  The  College  of  William  and  Mary,  was  a  to  have  her  husband  take  the  job  of 

She  graduated  from  Millersville  University  Qr|  Scout  leader  for  10  years,  and  has  environmental  control  and  safety  superin- 

with  a  major  in  library  science.  After  serving  instructed  a  variety  of  Red  Cross  and  crafts  tendent  for  their  York  County  plant  Mrs. 

as  a  high  school  librarian  in  York,  Pa,  for  six  classes.  In  joining  the  library  staff  she  has  Boston  attended  Prairie  View  University, 

years,  she  joined  the  York  Cotmty  staff  to  ner  studvwg  library  services  and  business 

1978.  In  a  sense  it  was  a  homecoming  for  her  way  through  college  as  a  student  administration,  and  joined  the  library  staff 
her,  for  she  and  her  parents  had  been  York  employee.  in  1980. 

County  residents  some  time  ago.  She  Acquisitions  and  circulation  clerk  Robin  You  will  often  find  the  three  high  school 

received  her  master's  degree  in  library  and  Corley  graduated  from  Christopher  New-  pages  —  David  Powell,  Karen  Wills  and 

information  science  from  Catholic  Univer-  port  College,  where  she  too,  helped  finance  Sherry  Mietz  -  struggling  in  stacks  pushing 

sity  in  1982.  her  education  by  working  in  the  college  a  loaded  book  truck,  although  they  can 

Cataloguer  Claire  Stifft,  a  graduate  of  library.  Ms.  Corley  lives  in  Poquoson  —  also  be  found  behind  the  circulation  desk, 

George  Washington  University,  came  to  except  for  the  times  she  is  following  her  in  the  work  room,  or  anywhere  else  the/ re 

the  Peninsula  when  her  retired  Air  Force  love  of  camping  and  backpacking  in  the  needed.  All  are  students  at  York  High, 

husband  was  hired  to  teach  ROTC  in  the  mountains  of  western  Virginia.  David  joined  the  staff  10  months  ago  and  is 

Hampton  schools.  They  subsequently  re-  Reference  librarian  Charlotte  Owens  the  sen‘or  Page;  Karen  and  Sherry  have 
tired  in  York  County,  and  Mrs.  Stifft  joined  joined  the  regular  library  staff  this  summer,  been  on  the  staff  just  since  the  move  to  the 

the  library  staff  in  1973.  She  brings  a  although  she  had  been  a  volunteer  during  new  library. 
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Under  new  management 
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Besides  books,  there' re 
periodicals,  a  computer 
and  video  cassettes 


Periodicals  are  the  major  new  materials 
addition  to  York  County's  new  library. 

More  than  75  magazine  titles  have  begun 
arriving  at  the  library,  and  back  issues  for 
1 984  have  been  provided  by  library  mem¬ 
bers. 

Also,  in  addition  to  five  local  newspapers, 
the  library  has  begun  receiving  the  Rich¬ 
mond,  Washington  and  (Sunday)  New 
York  papers  -  as  well  as  the  Wall  Street 
Journal,  Barron's  Weekly  and  USA  Today. 

The  Readers  Guide  is  now  available  for 
use  with  periodicals,  along  with  a  new  tool, 
the  Magazine  Index.  This  index  is  in  a 
special,  motorized  microfilm  viewer  which 
is  easy  to  use  and  is  already  popular  with 
patrons. 

New  business  information  sources  which 
should  arrive  soon  are  Dun  and  Bradstreefs 
"Million  Dollar  Directory;"  Standard  & 
Poor's  "Corporation  Records,"  "Stock 
Guide"  and  "Bond  Guide;"  and  the"Value 
Line  Investment  Survey." 

Although  the  library  did  not  add  a  large 
new  collection  of  books  for  the  new  facility, 
it  will  continue  adding  300  new  titles  each 
month,  as  it  did  before. 

Librarian  Beverly  Dudley  said  most  first¬ 
time  visitors  to  the  new  libraryare  surprised 
to  see  how  large  the  book  collection 
appears,  now  that  there  is  room  to  shelve  it 
adequately. 

Not  brand-new,  but  a  fairly  recent  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  library's  services  is  its  video 
cassette  collection. 

Present  policies  are  to  provide  both  VH S 
and  Beta  cassettes  of  each  title,  to  purchase 
only  movies  rated "G"  or"PG,"  and  to  loan 
them  for  one  week.  These  policies  may 
change  if  the  need  becomes  apparent 

There  is  no  charge  for  the  loan,  but  a  $  1 0 
deposit  is  required  to  become  a  video 
borrower  and  obtain  a  video  borrower's 
card.  A  person  must  be  18  to  join,  may 


borrow  only  one  tape  at  a  time,  and  will 
receive  the  deposit  back  when  the  bor¬ 
rower's  card  is  returned  permanently. 

On  Oct.  10,  the  Friends  of  the  Library 
presented  a  new  Apple  Me  computer,  with 
printer,  to  the  library  for  patron  use. 

Orientation  sessions  will  be  announced 
soon.  Patrons  who  attend  will  have  their 
membership  cards  stamped  and  will  be 
eligible  to  book  the  computer  on  a  first- 
come,  first-serve  basis. 

A  small  software  collection  will  be  avail¬ 
able  for  patrons  to  use  with  the  computer. 
This  collection  will  grow  as  the  needs  and 
interests  of  the  users  are  determined. 

Because  of  the  increasing  use  of  micro¬ 
forms  to  store  information,  the  library  will 
soon  purchase  a  microfilm/microfiche 
reader/printer.  Those  wishing  to  consult 
college  catalogs  will  then  be  able  to  view  a 
microfiche  collection  of  catalogs  and  will 
be  able  to  print  out  whatever  portions  they 
wish  for  a  small  fee. 

Genealogical  reords  may  be  borrowed 
from  the  state  library,  or  other  sources,  and 
then  viewed  and/or  printed  also.  Because 
of  space  limitations,  back  issues  of  maga¬ 
zines  probably  will  eventually  have  to  be 
stored  on  microfilm  or  microfiche,  provid¬ 
ing  another  use  for  the  new  equipment 

A  new  policy  of  shelving  juvenile  nonfic¬ 
tion  books  amongst  the  adult  nonfiction 
has  expanded  the  nonfiction  collection 
available  to  both  children  and  adults. 

Mrs.  Dudley  said  a  number  of  libraries 
are  already  pleased  with  this  arrangement 
and  more  wish  they  could  do  it,  but  are 
prevented  by  their  buildings'  limitations. 

"If  a  child  is  ready  to  use  an  adult  book, 
it's  sitting  there,  side-by-side,  and  if  an 
adult  wants  a  brief  overview  of  a  subject, 
often  a  children's  book  provides  it  without 
the  embarrassment  of  going  to  the  child¬ 
ren's  shelves,"  she  explained. 


York  Town  Crier  photo  by  Nan  Brown 

Matthew  Muffelman  tries  out  a  reading  "cozy/' 


All  of  us  at 

Caro,  Monroe  and  Liang  Architects 
wish  the  citizens  of  York  County 

many  happy  returns 
to  the  new  library. 
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Storefront  gypsies  gave  service  with  a  smile 


by  Margaret  Cubberly 

York  Town  Crier 

The  only  people  I'd  heard  about  who 
hung  out  in  storefronts  were  gypsies.  When  I 
moved  to  York  County  eight  years  ago,  I 
never  expected  to  find  a  public  library 
sandwiched  between  a  dry  cleaner  and  an 
ABC  store. 

Libraries  were  supposed  to  be  ornate 


Carnegie  monuments  in  the  city  and  neat 
brick  buildings  in  the  suburbs.  This  funny¬ 
looking  little  storefront  in  Grafton  couldn't 
be  much  of  a  library. 

Well,  I  was  wrong.  The  old  library  didn't 
have  much  space,  the  budget  didn't  allow 
for  enough  staff  (it  still  doesn't)  or  enough 
books,  and  the  librarians  tripped  over  each 
other  in  a  cramped  work  space.  But  when 
it  came  to  service,  never  have  so  few 


helped  so  many  so  well. 

Claire  Stifft  could  always  dig  out  an 
obscure  bit  of  Virginia  history,  Norma 
Colton  recommended  good  children's 
books,  Robin  Corley  kept  me  up  to  date  on 
the  latest  fantasy  novels,  and  librarian 
Beverly  Dudley  kept  me  abreast  of  current 
issues. 

The  staff  always  managed  to  smile,  even 
when  their  workload  became  impossible, 
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•  OP  Fleece  Wean?-™  oniy> 

20%  off 

(Reg.  $12-20)  SALE  $9.60-$16 

•  Selected  Items  (sizes  4-6x) 

20-30%  Off 
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and  I  never  saw  anyone  treated  discourt¬ 
eously. 

That  ABC  store  alongside  became  a 
standing  joke  for  some  of  us.  When  the 
Hampton  Roads  Science  Fiction  Association 
met  at  the  library  in  the  late  70s,  we  used 
to  kid  abouttunnelingthrough  the  wall  for 
refreshments. 

Bill  Tangney,  editor  emeritus  of  the  Town 
Crier,  once  editorialized  about  placing  no 
blame  on  the  librarians  if  they  actually  did 
seek  solace  next  door,  given  their  frustra¬ 
tions  about  working  conditions. 

My  fondest  memories  of  the  old  library 
date  from  a  two-year  stint  as  a  storyteller 
there.  Crowded  together  in  the  reading 
area,  the  children  and  I  would  whoop  it  up 
with  fairy  tales  and  movie  cartoons,  while 
adults  attempted  to  sneak  past  us  in  the 
dark  to  the  fiction  shelves. 

The  old  library  was  a  hassle  for  the  staff 
and  inadequate  in  many  ways,  but  it  had  a 
kind  of  homey  intimacy. 

"  It  was  cozy,"  my  1 0-year-old  daughter 
says  regretfully.  "The  new  library  is  so 
open,  and  there  are  so  many  people." 

I  know  the  beauty  and  spaciousness  of 
the  new  library  will  grow  on  her.  Just  wait 
until  she  sees  the  free-standing  reading 
nooks  in  the  children's  room.  They're  called  - 
what  else?  -  "cozies." 

The  librarians  aren't  storefront  gypsies 
anymore,  but  only  the  building  has  changed. 
The  service  and  the  smiles  are  the  same. 


York  Town  Crier  photo  by  Nan  Brown 

Markie  Major,  left,  shows  a  fascinating  picture  to  brother  Ben  at  the  library.  Both  are  Seaford  Elementary  School  students. 


Room  houses 
local  history 

The  library's  collection  of  local  history 
and  genealogy  is  housed  in  the  Local 
History  Room,  a  quiet  room  with  a  large 
table  for  use  by  researchers.  A  magnifying 
lamp  is  provided  for  help  with  small-print 
books. 

The  book  collection  contains  many  old 
and  out-of-print  books  by  and  about  Virgirv 
ians,  with  emphasis  on  the  history  of  York 
County  and  its  neighboring  communities. 
Many  of  the  books  are  for  reference  only, 
and  must  be  used  in  the  library,  but  others 
may  be  checked  out 

Bessie  Ironmonger  and  her  daughter, 
Thelma  Hansford,  have  donated  much  of 
theirwork,  both  published  and  unpublished, 
in  genealogy  and  local  history. 

The  library  board  is  sponsoring  an  oral 
history  project  which  will  also  be  housed 
here. 

A  pamphlet  file  is  being  organized  to 
hold  loose  materials  and  clippings.  Two 
glass-fronted  bookcases  will  hold  rare 
books  or  special  displays. 
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4401  Route  134 
Tabb.  Virginia  23602 
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From  the  beginning,  library  was  a  grassroots  institution 


by  Virginia  Gabriele 

York  Town  Crier 

YORKTOWN  --  As  York  County's  new 
$90,000  public  library  was  getting  the 
finishing  touches  for  its  Sunday  ribbon¬ 
cutting  ceremony,  volunteers  under  the 
direction  of  county  Extension  Agent  jim 
Orband  were  planting  trees,  shrubs  and 
grass  around  the  building. 

It  was  no  coincidence  the  landscaping 
work  was  being  done  by  volunteers.  From 
its  beginning  in  1 968,  the  library  has  been 
a  people  project 

Everything  about  the  first  library  was 
volunteer  --  the  books,  the  shelving,  the 
furniture  and  the  staff. 

The  library  opened  on  Sept  7,  1968,  in 
an  old  rented  house  next  to  the  miniature 
golf  course  on  Route  17  in  Grafton  as  a 
project  of  the  York  County  Volunteer 
Association.  Its  goal:  "to  improve  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  the  community." 

Many  county  organizations,  including 
the  jaycees,  Lions,  Kiwanis,  Homemakers, 
high  school  Key  and  Keyette  clubs  and 
Scouts,  helped  set  up  that  first  library. 

When  the  doors  opened,  librarian  Nancy 
Deskins  and  her  staff  had  managed  to 
catalogue  about  1 ,500  of  the  4,000  donated 
books  (about  half  were  "Readers  Digest 
Condensed  Books"). 

Circulation  the  first  year  was  5,000  books. 

Before  Mrs.  Deskins  left  in  June  1970, 
she  persuaded  the  county  to  pay  rent  and 
utilities  for  the  library  and  to  pay  the 
babysitting  costs  of  the  new  librarian,  Beverly 
Dudley.  But  the  rest  of  the  staff  was  still 
volunteer,  and  books  came  by  donation. 

When  the  county  rented  the  old  post 
office  building  in  the  Grafton  Shopping 
Center  in  1971,  it  was  volunteers  who 
moved  the  library  across  the  highway. 

And  it  was  volunteers  who  continued 
providing  books  until  1 974  when  the  county 
budgeted  money  for  book  purchases. 

A  year  later,  the  library  was  so  busy  and 
so  cramped,  its  size  was  doubled  by  an 
addition  on  the  back.  Circulation  had 
jumped  685  percent  from  1 969,  and  many 
of  the  staff  were  still  volunteers.  All  the 
children's  programs  were  done  by  volun¬ 
teers. 

A  formal  volunteer  group,  the  Friends  of 
the  York  County  Public  Library,  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1977  with  Tom  and  Kristina  Thom¬ 
sen  serving  as  joint  chairmen.  Its  mission 
then  and  now  has  been  to  focus  public 
attention  on  the  library,  encourage  volun¬ 
teer  help,  sponsor  children's  activities,  and 
raise  funds  for  equipment  and  furnishings. 

By  1978,  county  support  had  grown 
enough  so  that  the  Ifbrary  met  state  stan- 


York  Town  Crier  photo  by  Nan  Brown 


4-H  volunteers  level  out  dirt  piles  in  preparation  for  sod  planting  on  library  grounds. 

dardsfor  size,  books  and  staff  and  therefore  The  result  is  the  new  building,  built  on  * 

qualified  for  state  aid.  land  donated  by  the  late  Leslie  O'Hara 

But  the  books  and  the  people  kept  The  new  library  opened  its  doors  on 
coming  -  more  than  20,000  books  in  Sept  10,  but  it  needs  its  people  power  as  \i66tiflS  fOOITI 

2,500  square  feet  of  space  with  an  annual  much  as  ever.  ® 

circulation  of  130,000  by  1980.  Regular  The  volunteer  association  still  sends  the  The  new  library's  meeting  room  is  alreadv 
patrons  knew  not  to  come  during  children's  ,ibrary  $25  a  month.  quite  busy.  Ft  ?s  generallyavailable  to  anj 

story  hour  because  they  knew  they  couldnt  Andvolunteersareneededfortheextras  group  for  non-commercial  purposes, 
fit  in  the  door  and  frills.  The  Friends  have  donated  an  The  multi-purpose  room  can  seat  64, 

Library  board  Chairman  Elizabeth  Rogers  Apple  lie  computer  and  printer  for  patron  and  has  a  projection  booth  and  built-in 

asked  the  county  planning  commission  use.  screen,  storage  for tab,es  and  chairs  and  an 

and  board  ofsupervisors  to  consider  building  And  volunteers  planted  the  trees  after  adjacent  kitchenette, 

a  new  library  in  fiscal  1982.-  But  both  landscaping  was  one  of  several  items  jetti-  s  jHe  room  is  available  whenever  the 

groups  decided  there  were  other,  more  soned  when  ground  preparation  costs  library  is  open  for  business.  There  is  no  fee 

pressing  needs  for  capital  expenditures.  proved  much  larger  than  anticipated.  for  its  use,  but  the  group  using  it  is  respons- 

So  library  supporters  went  to  the  voters.  The  dedication  program  says,  "This  library  jble  for  damages.  The  group  must  also 

Libraiy  board  members  and  the  Friends  of  js  provided  by  and  for  the  citizens  of  the  '  supply  its  own  projectionist 

the  Library  secured  enough  signatures  to  Countyof  York  as  a  community  resource  to  Only  one  meeting  may  be  scheduled  at 

putabondreferendumforanewlibraryon  satisfy  the  thirst  for  knowledge  and  to  a  time. 

the  ballot  for  theNovember1981  election.  contribute  to  improved  quality  of  life  for  all  Copies  of  the  complete  guidelines  and 
Then  they  aunched  their  own  campaign,  york  County  citizens."  application  forms  are  available  at  the  library, 

all  with  volunteer  workers  and  funds,  to  There  are  a  lot  of  people  out  there  who 

secure  passage  of  the  $900,000  referendum.  helped  make  it  possible.  _ 


Learn  everything  you've 


ever  wanted  to  know 
about  makeup. 

Beautiful  women  throughout  the  world  share  a  secret. 
They  know  how  to  accentuate  their  best  features  and 
camouflage  less  flattering  ones  with  artful  makeup  -- 
makeup  that  looks  fresh  and  natural.  Be  sure  you  are 
making  the  right  choices  for  your  skin  and  your 
coloring. 

Join  us  for  a  makeup  workshop 

Wednesday,  Oct  24-7  PM  -  $10  fee 

The  3-hour  class  will  be  taught  by  Jon  Charles , 
certified  Redken  makeup  artist 
Call  for  more  information  and  registration 


■HAIRSTYLING  SALON 


For  Appointment  Call: 
898-6374 
898-6355 


York  Village  Shopping  Center 
Rt  17,  Yorktown,  VA  23692 
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Includes  COMPLETE  Y ork/Poquoson  cable  listings 

for  October  12-18 


TV  •  Theater  •  Movies  •  Art  >  Music 
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York  Town  Crier  photo  by  Nan  Brown 

A  people's  project.  That's  the  new  York  County  Public  Library:  planned,  lobbied  for  and  brought  to  fruition  by  citizens 
determined  to  open  wide  the  door  of  learning  for  York's  future  generations.  As  the  new  library  prepares  for  its  week-long 
grand  opening  next  week,  the  York  Town  Crier  devotes  this  special  issue  of  the  EYE  to  telling  its  story,  pages  B2-6.  TV  listings 
start  on  B7;  "What's  Happening,"  B20. 

^  A  weekly  supplement  to  the 
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Celebrating  a  new  library 


Brick  and  wood  dominate 


The  new  library  is  a  one-story  brick 
building  designed  by  Caro,  Monroe  and 
Liang  architects  and  built  by  Hudgins  Con¬ 
struction  Co. 

The  1 1 ,900-square-foot  facility  is  designed 
to  house  50,000  volumes  and  provide 
seating  for  75  adult  library  users  and  25 
children.  Its  design  in  1982  was  intended 
to  meet  the  county's  library  needs  for  a 
decade. 

Natural  light  enters  through  large  arched 
windows  in  the  front  of  the  building,  large 
windows  facing  south-southeast,  and  a 
north-facing  clerestory  over  the  center  of 


the  building. 

The  color  scheme  blends  shades  of  blue 
and  burgundy  with  natural  wood  through 
the  interior. 

Book  stacks  are  arranged  in  a  diagonal 
pattern,  and  are  separated  into  areas  of 
fiction,  non-fiction,  periodicals  and  refer¬ 
ence.  In  addition  to  the  main  stack  area, 
there  is  a  separate  children's  area  and  a 
local  history  room. 

In  addition  to  the  traditional  library  seat¬ 
ing,  there  are  reading  alcoves  along  the 
south  wall,  rocking  chairs  and  special  chairs 
for  children. 


m 

Mil 

Here's  a  list  of  events  planned  for  the 
York  County  Public  Library's  grand-opening 
week 

The  Grand  Opening  on  Sunday,  Oct  14 

will  include  a  ribbon-cutting  ceremony  at 
3pm  and  will  continue  with  a  flag  ceremony, 
a  tour  of  the  library,  and  a  catered  reception. 

An  Authors'  luncheon  will  be  held  Tues¬ 
day,  Oct  16,  at  Nick's  Seafood  Pavilion  in 
Yorktown  at  12:30pm.  Area  writers  Jim 
Kincaid,  Ivor  Noel  Hume  and  Polly  Long- 
worth  will  speak,  and  other  local  authors 
will  display,  sell  and  autograph  their  works. 
Those  interested  in  attending  the  luncheon 
may  make  reservations  by  calling  the  library 
at  898-0077.  The  cost  is  $6.50  per  person, 
and  seating  is  limited. 

On  Wednesday,  Oct  17,  the  library  will 
host  "An  Evening  at  the  Library"  from  7  to 
9pm.  The  event  will  be  catered  by  the 
Warwick  Cheese  Shoppe,  which  will  serve 
international  coffees  and  New  York  cheese¬ 
cake.  Music  will  be  provided  by  the  York 
River  Community  Orchestra's  string  en¬ 
semble.  Exhibits  and  performances  by  local 
artists  will  top  off  the  evening  Refreshments 
will  cost  $2  per  person. 

On  Saturday,  Oct  20,  the  final  celebration 
activity  will  take  place  at  the  library  with 
"An  Afternoon  at  Camelot."  The  program 
will  begin  at  11am  with  songs  by  minstrel 
Richard  Follett  and  stories  by  storyteller 
Margaret  Cubberlyaboutdragons,  unicorns 
and  other  creatures  from  fantasyland.  In 
mid-afternoon,  knights  in  shining  armor 
will  give  combat  demonstrations  in  the 
"natural  amphitheater"  at  the  back  of  the 
library.  Refreshments  reminiscent  of  med¬ 
ieval  life  will  be  sold. 


Celebrating 
the  library 

The  York  County  Public  Li¬ 
brary  celebrated  its  grand 
opening  this  week,  begin¬ 
ning  with  a  ribbon-cutting 
Sunday  afternoon  by  Chair¬ 
man  Rodgers  Smith  of  the 
York  County  Board  of  Sup¬ 
ervisors  and  with  music  by 
theTahb  High  School  Show 
Choir.  The  library's  arched 
windo  vs,  above,  reflected 
the  crowd.  Below,  Bertie 
Flowe  s,  left,  Margaret  Bu~ 
tyn  an  J  Nan  Knox  sip  punch 
in  thi  afternoon  sun.  The 
festivities  continued  with 
an  au  hors'  luncheon  Tues¬ 
day  a!  Nick's  Seafood  Pavil¬ 
ion  *vhere  Virginian-Pilot 
colu  nnist  and  author  Guy 
Frid  ell,  right,  joined  Jim 
Kincaid,  Ivor  Noel  Hume, 
Polly  Longworth  and  other 
local  authors.  A  medieval 
fair  is  set  for  this  Saturday 
(see  page  B23). 
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Medieval  fair 

pJIS  UbW  XSS  ' 

into  the  setting  for  a  medieval  fair 
Saturday  as  minstrels  and  knights 
battle  gear  re-create  the  atmosphere 
of  King  Arthur’s  legendary  Camelot 
“An  Afternoon  in  Camelot  is  ine 
final  program  for  the  week-long  cel  - 
bration  commemorating  the  °Penim> 
of  York  County’s  new  library  on 
Route  17  and  Harrod  Lane. 

R  Costumed  knights  and  their  ladies 
frodi  the  Peninsula’s  Society  for 
Medieval  Studies  will  gather  »n  the 
wooded  area  behind  the  library  at  11 

a  mA  Song  and  story  program  for  chil¬ 
dren  during  singer  and  guitarist 
Rich  Follett  and  storyteller  Marg 
Cubberly,  will  be  presented  at  H  a.m. 

>"  tUXnSlSeMSE  cakes 

„r„“fdX  the  vUown  Arts  Foan- 


slated  for  York  County's  library  grounds 

blU1C  . .  ,„d  Leewe  musics,,  and  encounters  withnohiet 


dation  will  go  on  sale  at  noon. 

Events  scheduled  for  the  afternoon 
include: 

•  Noon  to  1  pm.  —  Songs  and  mad¬ 
rigals  by  minstrel  Rich  Follett. 

•  1  to  1:30  p.m.  —  Selections  from 


thP  Lerner  and  Loewe  musical, 
“Camelot,”  performed  by  el^e"taryt 
students  from  the  Extend  Center  at 
York  High  School. 

•  1-30  to  4  p.m.  -  Demonstrations 
of  medieval  combat,  entertainment 


and  encounters  with  nobles  barbar¬ 
ians  and  Mongols  from  the  Golden 
Horde. 

In  case  of  rain,  all  events  except 
the  combat  demonstrations  will  be 
held  in  the  library. 
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Staff  Photos  by  BUDDY  NORRIS 


In  days 
of  old 


Part  of  the  recent  celebrations 
in  honor  of  the  opening  of 
York  County’s  new  library  in¬ 
cluded  a  medieval  fair,  com¬ 
plete  with  knights  in  combat. 
Frank  Yost  and  Ron  Carignan 
battle  it  out,  in  hopes  of  im¬ 
pressing  the  “Dutchess”  Jane 
Burianek.  At  left  is  Harold 
Wood. 


Prepared  for 
Author  Luncheon 
October  IS,  1984 
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BAKER,  James  W. 

100  St.  George  Blvd. 
Williamsburg,  VA  23185 


BROWN,  Charlotte  H.  (Mrs.  R 
115  Olin  Drive 
Newport  News,  VA  23602 


BOWDITCH,  Marian 
Box  531 

Yorktown,  VA  23690 


CATRON,  Louis  E. 

Dept,  of  Theatre,  W  &  M 
Williamsburg,  VA  23185 


CLIFFORD,  Mary  Louise 
109  Shellbank  Drive 
Williamsburg,  VA  23185 


CONE,  Joan  &  Arthur 
Box  242 

Williamsburg,  VA  23502 


COX,  Willis 

James  Store,  VA  23080 


CRABTREE,  August  F. 

Box  458,  Rt .  1 

Hampton,  V a  23666 


M.  ) 


CRAWFORD,  Annie  Laurie 
'Box  616 

Yorktown,  VA  23690 


DICKERSON,  Jan 
Rt .  9,  Box  294 
Williamsburg,  VA  23185 


EASLER,  Anthony 
Box  C 

Williamsburg,  Va  23185 


ESLER,  Carol  Clemeau 
1523  Jamestown  Road 
Williamsburg,  VA  23185 


FRIDDELL,  Guy 

150  Branbleton  Ave. 

Norfolk,  VA  23510 


GRACE  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH, 
Box  123 

Yorktown,  VA  23690 


A  Partial  Listing 
of 

Area  Writers 

Prepared  for 
Author  Luncheon 
October  16,  1984 


HERMES,  Patricia 

3036  Princess  Anne  Cres. 

Norfolk,  VA  23504 


HUME,  Noel 
Box  C 

Williamsburg,  Va  23185 


KINCAID,  Jim 

1930  E.  Pembroke  Ave. 
Hampton,  VA  23663 


KING,  Dr.  Patricia 
1819  Nickerson  Blvd. 
Hampton,  VA  23663 


KYLE,  Louisa  Venable 
Westminister  Canterbury  #628 
Virginia  Beach,  VA  23451 


L0NGSW0RTH,  Polly 
Coke -Garrett  House 
Williamsburg,  VA  23185 


4486  Rt.  134 
Tabb,  VA  23602 


O'HARA,  Lucy 
Box  491 

Yorktown,  VA  23690 

PATTERSON,  Katherine 
1214  Rockbridge  Ave. 
Norfolk,  Va  23508 


ROUSE,  Parke 
14  Bayberry  Lane 
Williamsburg,  VA  23185 


SWINDLER,  William 
Marshall-Wythe  School  of  Law 
Williamsburg,  VA  23185 


WHITE,  Omar 

210  Laurel  Path  Road 

Yorktown,  VA  23692 


T0LAN,  Stephanie 
845  Wedgewood  Court 
Norfolk,  VA  23502 


WILKINS,  Skip 
2104  Cocoa  Circle 
Virginia  Beach,  VA  23454 


YORKTOWN  CUSTOMHOUSE 

attn.  Ethel  Story,  101  Azalea 

Yorktown,  VA  23692 


Library's  Opening  A  Success 


Not  only  Library  staff  members,  but  also  PW&U 
staffers  have  been  busy  with  the  opening  of  the 
new  Library  and  closing  of  the  old  one.  Here  RON 
TOOPS  and  MIKE  GARDNER  take  down  the  old  sign 
at  the  Grafton  Shoppng  Center.  The  former  site 
was  painted  and  cleaned  "spic  and  span"  before 
terminating  the  lease. 


by  Clare  Stifft 

If  you  didn’t  turn  up  at  the  new  library  on 
Sunday,  Oct.  14,  you  missed  an  important  and 
happy  York  County  event. 

The  new  library  has  been  a  scene  of  furious 
activity  ever  since  it  opened,  especially  during  the 
week  before  the  Grand  Opening  celebration,  when 
Jim  Orband  and  a  crew  of  workers  from  Leisure 
Services  and  Public  Works,  aided  by  Mr.  Eugene 
Cervi,  and  a  hardworking  bunch  of  volunteers,  dug 
and  planted,  seeded  and  sodded  to  finish  the 
extensive  landscaping  in  time  for  the  ceremony. 

On  Sunday,  nearly  everybody  who  had  had 
anything  to  do  with  building  the  library  was  pre¬ 
sent,  along  with  a  large  turnout  of  interested 
citizens.  The  sun  shone,  the  flags  waved,  the  Tabb 
High  Show  Choir  sang,  fittingly,  "The  Impossible 
Dream."  Supervisors’  Chairman  RODGERS  SMITH 
cut  the  ribbon,  and  everyone  trouped  in  to  enjoy 
refreshments  and  to  admire  the  library  and  the 
beautiful  flower  arrangements  given  by  Mary 
Mathews,  Freeman  Florist,  and  the  Yorktown  Flower 
Shoppe. 

On  Tuesday,  the  next  "special  event"  in  our 
celebration  week,  the  Authors1  Luncheon  at  Nick’s 
Seafood  Pavilion,  was  another  sellout,  with  a  few 
more  people  than  the  planned  160  limit.  A  number 
of  local  authors  were  there,  many  with  their  books 
to  autograph  or  to  sell.  Some  of  their  books  were 
donated  as  door  prizes  or  to  the  library.  Speakers 
Polly  Longsworth  and  Noel  Hume  of  Williamsbrug , 
and  Jim  Kincaid  of  TV  fame,  instructed  and  enter¬ 
tained  and  Mary  Mathews  generously  donated  the 
proceeds  of  the  luncheon  to  the  library. 

Wednesday’s  "Evening  at  the  Library"  attracted 
another  capacity  crowd.  In  addition  to  library 
patrons,  others  came  to  enjoy  the  music  of  the  York 
River  Community  Orchestra  String  Ensemble  and  to 
sample  international  coffees  and  cheescake. 

The  library  staff  is  looking  forward  to  the 
Yorktown  Day  holiday  for  a  little  rest  and 
recuperation  and  a  chance  to  watch  someone  else 
celebrate  before  our  final  special  event.  Saturday 
was  kid’s  day,  with  an" Afternoon  in  Camelot"  for 
children  of  all  ages  with  songs,  refreshments, 
costumes,  skits,  and  demonstsrations  of  medieval 
life. 

Then  it’s  "back  to  normal,"  but  normal  is 
never  going  to  be  the  same  as  it  used  to  be  at  the 
library. 
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Patrons 
flocking 
to  library 

by  Virginia  Gabriele 

York  Town  Crier 


YORKTOWN  -  The  Pied  Piper 
seems  to  be  luring  people  to  York 
Count/s  new  library  on  Route  1  7  at 
Harrods  Lane. 

In  the  two  months  that  the  new 
building'  has  been  open,  the  library 
has  registered  1,036  new  members, 
according  to  librarian  Beverly  Dudley. 
Previously,  200  new  members  in  a 
month  was  considered  high. 

Book  circulation  is  up  too,  1,500 
volumes  above  October  1983,  even 
though  it  was  expected  to  decrease 
because  the  checkout  period  was 
doubled  from  two  weeks  to  four. 

Mrs.  Dudley  said  people  are  also 
spendingmore  time  in  the  newfacility 
-  to  read,  study  and  research  -  rather 
than  just  checking  out  books  as  they 
did  in  the  old  storefront  library  in  Graf¬ 
ton. 

Mrs.  Dudley  said  the  staff  didn't 
know  what  kind  of  reception  to  expect 
when  the  new  building  opened,  and 
many  were  worried  that  the  library 
had  moved  too  far  north  in  the  county. 
The  library  probably  lost  some  of  its 
patrons  from  the  southern  part  of  the 
county,  according  to  Mrs.  Dudley,  but 
it  is  picking  up  new  patrons  in  nearby 
areas  of  Edgehill,  Marlbank,  Seaford 
and  also  Gloucester  County. 

"I  look  on  it  with  pleasure  -  I'm 
overjoyed,"  said  Mrs.  Dudley,  "but 
the  staff  is  in  the  trenches  -and  is  not 
thrilled.  They  haven't  been  given  the 
additional  staff  they  thought  they  were 
going  to  get" 

Mrs.  Dudley  and  the  library  board 
of  trustees  are  still  trying  to  secure 
commitments  for  additional  staff  from 
the  county  board  of  supervisors. 


Library  to  hold 

YORKTOWN  -  Children's  Book 
Week  is  Nov.  1 2-1 8,  and  to  celebrate, 
the  York  County  Public  Library  is  having 
a  "bear  part/'  for  children  ages  5-10. 

The  "beary  big"  event  will  begin  at 
1  pm  Saturday,  Nov.  1 7,  at  the  library. 
Each  child  is  asked  to  bring  a  favorite 


bear  party 

stuffed  bear  for  show-and-telJ. 

There  also  will  be  movies,  refresh¬ 
ments  provided  by  story-hour  mothers, 
and  a  door  prize. 

"The  morning  will  be  unbearable 
without  you,"  says  the  library  staff. 
Call  898-0077  for  information. 

i 


‘Bear>  big  event 


•‘Bear1?  IS”  f  y  P£llC  Llbrary  is  celebrating  Children's  Book  Week  with 
r  Satn  y  J°r.ch11'dren  ages  5'10-  The  “beary  big”  event  will  begin  at  1 

L  for  Si  y  In  ht  m1"^'  Eacb  Chlld  1S  asked  t0  bring  a  favorile  stuffed 
Sto,  Smir  n  hand  Tei  There  will  also  be  movies,  refreshments  from  the 
stoi  our  m  hers,  and  a  door  prize.  Call  898-0077  for  more  information. 


Librarians 
plead  for 
more  help 


by  Christine  Evans 

York  Town  Crier 

YORKTOWN  -  The  staff  jQ^York 
County's  new  public  librar^clajmpt  is 
"understaffed  and  underpaicJ7*~yet  a 
county  consultant  argues  "the  library 
can  get  along  with  its  present  staff." 

Tonight  (Thursday)  the  board  of 
supervisors  will  consider  the  validity 
of  the  librarians'  claim  three  days  after 
the  consultants  reported  "the  York 
County  pay  and  classification  plan  is 
basically  sound." 

At  a  board  work  session  Monday, 
.cnrKi  ilrants  Tom  Donahueand  George 
Hublen  of  Public  Administration  Ser¬ 
vice  in  McLean,  Va.,  said  they  could 
find  few  significant  problems  during 
the  three-month,  $29,900  study. 

Donahue  described  it  as  a  follow¬ 
up  to  one  made  seven  years  ago  by  his 
company. 

If  there  are  no  major  changes,  he 
said,  this  one  should  be  good  for  close 
to  10  years. 

Supervisor  Ben  Rush  said  the  board 
ordered  the  study  to  get  comparable 
pay  and  classification  data  so  that,  for 
instance,  when  employees  move  from 
constitutional  officers'  employ  into 
comparable  county  positions  ,the 
board  knows  how  much  to  pay  them. 

Donahue  reassured  Rush  there  are 
comparable  salary  scales  and  job  de¬ 
scriptions  available  to  do  that  now. 

The  spring  survey  of  75  percent  of 
jlnJ iV” S! rn nlovees  revealed,  he  said, 
that  benefits,  salaries  and  staffing  lev¬ 
els  are  "in  line  or  slightly  above  com¬ 
parable  areas." 

County  library  staff  and  library  trus¬ 
tees  beg  to  differ.  Tonight  they  will  ask 
board  action  to  remedy  "a  serious 
problem  of  understaffing." 

A  move  from  a  Grafton  storefront  to 
a  new,  much  larger  facility  at  Harrod 
Lane  this  month  has  increased  library 
use  and  overstrained  staff  resources, 
they  s^y. 


Th^ Rresenjitaff  oljk/x  they  say,  is 
"unabfe  to  provide  even  the  same 
level  of  service  they  did  at  the  old 
facility." 

Morale  has  been  so  bad  at  the 
modern  facility,  the  board  of  trustees 
decided  to  seek  supervisor  support  in 
resolving  the  problems. 

In  a  letter  to  the  board,  they  review 
options,  but  support  the  staffing  pro¬ 
posal  made  by  library  director  Bever¬ 
ly  Dudley  during  FY  1985  budget 
discussions  with  county  staff. 

Based  on  state  library  minimum 
staffing  standards,  the  county  library  is 
entitled  to  12  full-time  employees. 

Willing  to  keep  expense  to  a  mini¬ 
mum,  Mrs.  Dudley  recomended  "1 1 
would  be  comfortable,"  and  said  the 
remaining  position  could  be  filled 
with  volunteer  help. 

County  Administrator  John  M.  Ri¬ 
chardson  has  already  allowed  some 
additional  staff  on  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  consultants,  who  advised 
/  the  staff  be  enlarged  to" itsc^ufrenV) 
l£vel  of  8.75  people,  based  oTTtSoofc 
circulation  data*and  memberships. 

They  also  recommended  salary 
hikes  and  job  title  changes. 

The  cost  of  the  librarian's  proposal 
would  be  $44,164  annually;  the  con¬ 
sultants'  plan,  $21,688. 

The  consultants'  plan  does  not  al¬ 
low  for  hiring  a  children's  librarian,  as 
recommended  by  the  library  staff,  for 
another  three  to  five  years. 

The  staff  plan  argues  if  an  additio¬ 
nal  person  is  hired,  opening  for  two 
additional  hours  on  Saturday  would 
be  possible. 

Without  that  extra  staff  member, 
regular  personnel  cannot  be  given 
compensatory  time  for  extra  hours 
worked.  The  skeleton  staff  does  not 

-  -  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ | 

allow  enough  flexibility. 

Though  librarians  gave  time  in  the 
past  on  the  understanding  that  when 
the  new  library  opened  it  would  be 
adequately  staffed,  they  are  not  wil¬ 
ling  to  give  their  time  any  more,  the 
librarian  said. 


,  1  1 

Additional  fldor "Space,  reorganizat¬ 
ion  and  expansion  of  "services,  and 
intensified  use  have  further  strained 
the  staff. 

Without  additional  help,  library  ope¬ 
rating  hours  will  be  cut  back  from  the 
present  59  hours  weekly,  the  trustees 
say. 

Librarian*  aic  auu  unnappy  auuui 
pay  scales.  They  argue  the  library  staff 
probably  has  more  education  and  the 
lowest  average  pay  of  any  department 
in  the  county. 

Further  resentment  built  up  follow¬ 
ing  the  circulation  of  a  draft  consult-  J 
ants'  pay  proposal  that  would  have 
given  personnel  in  some  departments, 
including  the  library,  scale  range  in¬ 
creases  of  $2,000  to  $5,000.  They 
were  cut  back  in  the  final  proposal 
published  in  August 
Monday  Donahue  dismissed  the 
plan  as  one  not  requested  by  the 
supervisors,  and  recommended  by 
him  as  a"keep-cost"  alternative  allow¬ 
ing  flexibility  by  moving  salaries  within 
a  scale. 

He  said  the  idea  was  recommend-  * 
ed  to  Richardson  as  a"supposal,"  and 
county  staff  vetoed  it 

"We  were  very  disappointed  with 
the  pay  scales,"  Mrs.  Dudley  said  this 
week.  "We  are  underpaid  and  under¬ 
staffed.  The  library  is  at  the  bottom  of 
the  barrel  generally.  County  libraries 
are  traditionally  not  very  progressive 
or  their  staffs  well-trained.  We  are 
trying  to  become  professional."  She 
argued  the  library  is  more  comparable 
with  a  city  library  than  a  county  one. 

Library  staff  salaries  range  from  the 
minimum  wage  of  $2.75  an  hour  paid 
to  high  school  pages  to  the  director's 
$21,656,  raised  from  $20,625  as  a 
result  of  the  study. 

But  an  example  c£the  lack  of  "rhyme 
or  reason"  noted  by  Supervisor  Julia 
Jensen  in  the  study  is  obvious  in  the 
case  of  an  office  assistant  I.  Two  i 
people  with  a  9D  rating  would  earn 
$9,92 1_m_ the  library,  $10,938  in  the  I 
planning  department 
"A  review  oF~jOtr"descnptions,  Mrs. 
Jensen  said,  had  convinced  her  the 
plan  had  little  value  in  helping  emplo¬ 
yees  discern  skills  they  needed  to 
acquire  to  advance  in  county  emplo¬ 
yment 

The  only  differences  between  jobs 
was  apparently  the  range  of  adjectives 
used  to  describe  them. 

Though  it  is  seven  years  since  the 
last  study  was  done,  "this  latest  one 
was  basically  an  update  of  the  earlier 
effort,"  the  consulants  said. 

Though  complimentary  of  the  work 
of  Personnel  Director  Peter  lanni,  they 
foresaw  some  future  problems. 

They  cautioned  problems  with  "in¬ 
ternal  equity"  could arise.Civen  a  choice 
of  in-house  equality  in  pay  or  compar¬ 
ison  with  other  employers,  they  said 
"internal  equity  is  more  important 
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Board  may  slash 
library  hours  32% 


by  Virginia  Gabriele 

York  Town  Crier 

YOR  KT OW  N  -  It  York  County  can’t 
hire*  two  more  people  to  relieve  the 
overworked  staff  at  the  new  county 
iibrur\.  then  library  hours  will  have  to 
be  cut  by  32  percent. 

That's  the  message  the1  library  board 
of  trustees  and  library  director  Beverly 
Dudley  brought  to  County  Adminis¬ 
trator  John  Richardson  in  a  meeting 
Nov.  14. 

"It's  the  only  logical  thing  we  can 
do,"  said  Diane  Holland,  vice-chairman 
of  the  trustees,  this  week  about  plans 
to  reduce  the  library's  operating  hours 
from  59  to.  40  a  week.  "But  we're 
hoping  we  won't  have  to  do  it." 

"In  order  to  provide  adequate  ser¬ 
vice,"  the  library  needs  either  more 
people  orfewerhours,  said  Mrs.  Dudley, 
explaining  the  staff  is  now'  donating  it" 
time  for  the  four  hours  the  library  is 
open  on  Saturdays.  "They're  working 
for  compensatory  time  and  they're 
not  able  to  take  it.” 

The  library  officials  are  hoping  Rich¬ 
ardson  will  make  a  favorable  recom¬ 
mendation  to  the  board  of  supervisors 
in  December. 


Richardson,  how  evei.  sa\s  he  has  to 
do  some  research  into  library  needs 
betore  he  makes  a  decision. "  I  haven’t 
made  up  my  mind,"  he  said  this  week. 

Mrs.  Dudley  has  been  seeking  addi¬ 
tional  staff  for  the  new  library  since 
budget  discussions  last  spring.  She 
was  allotted  an  additional  halt-time 
person  (a  reference  librarian)  and  was 
told  to  wait  for  a  countyw  ide  pay  and 
classification  study  to  be  completed 
before  other  staffing  decisions  are 
made. 

That  study,  by  Public  Administration 
Service  of  McLean,  Va.,  is  now  under 
review  by  the  county,  but  it  recom¬ 
mends  no  more  than  the  library's 
current  staff  of  6.75  people. 

The  state  library  recommends  a 
•staff  of  12  for  a  library  the  size  of 
York's.  Mr\  Dudley  had  requested  a 
staff  of  1 1 . 

Although  employees  ga\e  extra  time 
at  the  old  storefront  library  in  Grafton, 
they  have  been  unhappy  with  the 
increased  workload  since  the  new' 
library  opened  in  September  New' 
memberships  have  more  than  doubled, 
circulation  has  climbed  and  people 
are  spending  more  time  in  the  library. 


"It's  a  beautiful  place,"  said  one 
staffer,  "but  it's  so  frustrating  never  to 
r  ate  h  up  with  my  work." 

"  People  keep  asking  why  we' re  not 
open  Sundays,"  said  another  staffer. 
"They're  lucky  to  have  what  they  do.  If 
everyone  took  the  com;)  time  they're 
entitled  to,  they’d  have  to  close  t ho 
library  for  three  weeks." 

Trustees  Chairman  Elizabeth  Rogers 
said  the1  trustees  had  to  discuss  the 
option  of  cutting  hours  because  the 
staff  can't  continue  working  beyond 
the  time  it  is  paid  for. 

Although  the  trustees  didn't  vote  at 
their  Nov.  1  3  meeting,  they  did  reach 
a  consensus  that  without  additional 
staff,  hours  would  have  to  be  cut  to 
continue  providing  quality  service. 

Mrs.  Dudley  said  she  wants  to  hire  a 
circulation  librarian,  make  the  reference 
librarian  a  full-time  position  and  hire  a 
half-time  c  lerk. 

The'  trustees  submitted  a  letter  to 
the  supervisors  in  October  seeking 
additional  staff.  The  matter  was  dis¬ 
cussed  briefly,  with  Chairman  Rodgers 
Smith  acknowledging  that  something 
should  be  done.  But  no  action  was 
taken. 


Don't  step  backward 


Now  that  York  County  finally  has  an 
attractive  and  spacious  new  public 
library,  it  is  indeed  distressing  to  hear 
that  the  library  board  is  considering 
cutting  its  hours  of  operation  by  one- 
third. 

If  the  new  facility  is  a  step  forward 
for  York  citizens,  such  a  drastic  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  level  of  service  would  be 
two  steps  backward.  Instead  of  cut¬ 
ting  hours,  we  need  to  be  moving  in 
exactly  the  opposite  direction  -  for 
instance,  expanding  the  library's  now 
limited  weekend  schedule  (only  a  few 
hours  on  Saturday  and  none  on  Sun¬ 
day)  to.  better  accommodate  users 
who  are  busy  during  the  week. 

We  don't  fault  the  library  board 
members.  They  find  themselves  in  the 
unenviable  position  of  trying  to  run  a 
much  larger  facility,  which  is  attracting 
significantly  more  use,  with  the  same- 
size  staff  that  manned  the  old  store¬ 
front  library.  Given  those  conditions, 
they  have  little  alternative. 

The  only  other  way  out,  the  board 
believes,  is  to  hire  more  staff.  It  is  not 


Editorial 


an  unreasonable  request  The  current 
stafffing  level  of  6.75  positions  is  just 
barely  more  than  half  what  is  recom¬ 
mended  by  state  guidelines  for  a 
library  the  size  of  York's,  and  a  con¬ 
sultant  who  recently  studied  Yqrk 
County's  total  personnel  picture  rec¬ 
ommended  an  increase  for  the  library. 

Is  it  unrealistic  to  suggest  that  a 
county  that  operates  public  works 
and  utilities,  fire  and  rescue,  and  sher¬ 
iff's  departments  with  annual  budgets 
approaching  SI  million  each  could 
afford  to  spend  more  than  $67,000  a 
year  on  its  library? 

We  hope  the  county  administration 
and  board  of  supervisors  will  examine 
their  priorities  and  give  serious  con¬ 
sideration  to  the  library  board's  re¬ 
quest 

-W.S. 


v 


Also  Thursday,  board  mem¬ 
bers  approved  two  appraisers 
and  an  administrative  assistant 
for  the  new  county  Real  Estate 
Department.  Supervisor  Benja- 
'rmn  M.  Rush  Jr.  gave  the  only 
dissenting  vote.  New  staff  mem¬ 
bers  were  approved  for  the  York 
County  Library.  One  library 
assistant  was  switched  from 
half-time  to  full-time.  One  full¬ 
time  assistant  and  one  half-time 
staff  member  were  added. 


B2  Daily  Press,  Wednesday,  Dec.  5,  198< 

York  r— 


may  add 

5  slots 

Bv  RAY  BETZNER 
Staff  Writer 

YORK  —  The  county  Board 
of  Supervisors  will  consider  add¬ 
ing  five  new  employee  positions 
for  the  library  and  the  real-es¬ 
tate  department  when  the  board 
meets  at  7  p.m.  Thursday  in  the 
Courts  and  Office  Center. 

Librarian  Beverly  Dudley 
said  there  has  been  a  consider¬ 
able  increase  in  the  demand  for 
service  since  the  library  moved 
to  its  new  home  on  Route  17  in 
early  October. 

“We  normally  add  200  new 
(membership)  cards  a  month. 
We’ve  been  averaging  500  a 
month  since  the  move,”  Mrs. 
Dudley  said. 

“We  need  these  people  just  to 
continue  doing  what  we’re  doing 
now,”  she  said. 

She  is  asking  that  a  half-time 
library  assistant  be  made  a  full¬ 
time  assistant,  that  a  new  assist¬ 
ant  be  hired  and  that  a  half-time 
library  clerk .  be  added  to  the 
staff.  Full-year  salaries  for  all 
three  positions  will  total  about 
$25,000. 

Even  with  the  additions,  Mrs. 
Dudley  said  the  library  still  will 
be  without  a  children’s  librarian 
and  Sunday  office  hours.  She 
wants  to  add  both  to  the  library 
and  plans  to  ask  supervisors 
later  in  the  budget  process  to 
fund  them. 
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Many  groups  plan 
Christmas  festivities 


\  GRAFTON  -  A  Christmas  craft  work- 
J  shop  and  party  for  children  5  to  1 0  will 
be  held  at  the  York  County  Public 
Library  Saturday,  Dec  17,  at  2pm, 
sponsored  by  the  Friends  of  the  Library 
in  cooperation  with  On-the-H ill,  York- 
town's  creative  arts  center. 

The  children  will  make  sugarplum 
trees.  All  craft  materials  will  be  provided 
free.  A  short  movie,  "The  Tiny  Tree," 
will  be  shown  at  2:30,  after  the  craft 
session,  and  refreshments  will  be 
served. 

There  will  be  a  limited  enrollment 
for  the  craft  workshop.  Children  must 
be  registered  in  advance  for  both  the 
workshop  and  the  party.  Call  the  library 
at  898-0077  to  register. 


i  ihrary  Christmas  party 

jnt/s  public  library  in  Grafton  held  a  Christmas  party  for 
participating  in  the  Wednesday  story  hour  program.  The 
rs  are  all  smiles  after  a  story  and  special  Christmas  treats. 


.&£./££  }\pj^ 

Library  brochure  helps 


fight  drunk  driving 


YORKTOWN  -  Want  to  have  an 
impact  on  the  drunk  driving  problem? 
There' s  help  at  the  York  County  Public 

Library.  , 

A  brochure,  "A  Citizen  Activist  Guide 
to  Fight  Drunk  Driving,"  is  available  at 
the  library  from  the  National  Highway 
Traffic  Safety  Administration. 

The  guide  provides  "how-to'  infor¬ 
mation  to  help  in  organizingtask  forces 
to  study  the  drunk-driving  problem 
and  establish  preventive  programs.  It 
sets  out  a  step-by-step  method  of 
investigating  a  community's  existing 
system  for  dealing  with  drunk  drivers, 
and  includes  suggestions  on  strategy, 
how  to  finance  a  program  for  control¬ 
ling  drunk  drivers,  how  to  draw  public 
attention  to  the  subject,  and  how  to 
lobby  for  change. 

Statistics  indicate  that  at  least  55 
percent  of  all  fatal  traffic  collisipns  are 
alcohol-related,  and  650,000  people 
will  be  seriously  injured  by  drunk 
■drivers  in  the  United  States  during  this 
year  alone.  Most  experts  agree  the 
problem  is  most  effectively  handled 
at  the  state  and  local  levels,  where 
citizens  can  make  a  difference  if  they 
know  how  to  proceed. 

-The  guide  is  available  during  regular 
library  hours:  10am-9pm  Monday 
through  Friday,  and  10am-2pm  Satur¬ 
day. 


Elderhostel  offers 
adventure  for  elderly 

If  you’re  60  or  older  and  have  a 
taste  for  new  experiences,  York 
County  Public  Library  has  just  the 
thing  to  help  launch  you  on  an  excit¬ 
ing  adventure. 

It’s  the  Elderhostel  catalog  with 
more  than  125  pages  of  educational 
programs  for  older  adults  that  take 
place  on  the  campuses  of  colleges,  uni¬ 
versities  and  other  educational  cen¬ 
ters  in  the  United  States,  Canada  and 
around  the  world. 

Elderhostel  is  a  non-profit  educa¬ 
tional  organization  composed  of  a  net¬ 
work  of  more  than  700  worldwide 
campuses.  Participating  schools  de¬ 
sign  and  host  Elderhostel  programs  of 
one  or  more  weeks  in  length.  The  at- 
tehdees  live  in  campus  dormitories, 
eat  in  the  cafeteries,  use  the  school  li¬ 
brary  and  take  up  to  three  challeng¬ 
ing  non-credit  courses  on  a  variety  of 
liberal  arts  subjects  taught  by  the  in¬ 
stitution’s  faculty.  The  cost  of  these 
programs  is  modest.  More  than  70,000 
people  participated  in  1983. 

Anyone  wishing  to  learn  more 
about  Elderhostel  is  encouraged  to 
study  the  catalog.  Elderhostel  regis¬ 
tration  forms  are  also  available. 

York  County  Public  Library  is 
open  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  Monday 
through  Friday  and  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 
on  Saturdays. 


Tax  forms  at  library 

Federal  tax  forms  are  available  in 
the  York  County  Public  Library  in 
the  Grafton  Shopping  Center,  and 
state  forms  will  be  arriving  soon. 

Standard  1040,  1040A  and  1040EZ 
forms  are  on  hand,  and  other  sched¬ 
ules  and  forms  may  be  copied  at  the  li¬ 
brary  from  an  Internal  Revenue  Ser¬ 
vice  book  of  reproducible  tax  forms  as 
an  aid  to  taxpayers. 

Three  volumes  of  IRS  tax  informa¬ 
tion  are  also  available  at  the  library. 
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Library  card  renewals 

rh  GRAFTON  -  York  County  Public 
S*  ^Library  patrons  will  get  their  library 
>cards  renewed  as  materials  are  checked  * 
^^rout  now  through  the  end  of  February.  t 
Cards  are  renewed  after  librarians  \ 
ft  check  current  addresses  and  phone  | 
numbers  and  whether  there  are  out- 
^  standing  fines  or  long  overdue  books.  | 
-  After  March  1,  only  renewed  cards 
may  be  used  to  check  out  materials. 
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Library  cards 

York  County  Public  Library  pa¬ 
trons  will  get  renewed  library  cards 
as  they  check  out  materials  through 
the  end  of  February. 

The  cards  will  be  renewed  after  the 
library  staff  checks  current  addresses 
and  telephone  numbers  and  whether 
there  are  outstanding  fines  or  long 
overdue  books. 

After  March  1,  only  renewed  cards 
may  be  used  to  check  out  materials. 
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Library  computer  class 


YORKTOWN  -  The  York  County 
public  library  will  hold  its  first  compu¬ 
ter  orientation  session  at  the  library 
Monday,  Dec  17,  7:30pm,  to  enable 
patrons  to  use  the  Apple  lie  computer 
donated  for  public  use  by  the  Friends 
of  the  Library. 

York's  new  library  is  on  Route  1  7  at 
Harrod  Lane. 

Anyone  in  the  sixth  grade  or  older 
may  use  the  computer  after  completing 
an  orientation  session  or  after  presenting 
certification  of  computer-readiness 
from  an  instructor.  Children  under  the 
sixth-grade  level  may  use  the  computer 
with  an  adult  who  has  had  the  orienta¬ 
tion  session. 

Some  software  programs  are  avail¬ 
able  at  the  library,  including  Apple 
Works  (word  processing),  SAT  Tutorial, 
Typing  Tutor,  Speedreading  and  Story- 
maker  (for  children).  Patrons  may  bring 
their  own  games  or  software  and  should 
bring  their  own  blank  disks. 

Reservations  for  time  on  the  com¬ 
puter  are  being  taken  fqr  up  to  three 
hours  at  a  time.  Call  the  library,  898- 
007  7,  to  register  or  for  more  informa¬ 
tion. 
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